
Hi Jennifer, 
Nice report.  The indicators are well described.  I expect that these comments deal with issues 
that the HPAB have thrashed around already, but here they are. 
 
p. 21.  Measuring atrazine seems like a weak assay of the chemical contamination of source 
water, because it is a single chemical.  Its increase or decline may not indicate the change in risk 
from chemical contamination.  In contrast, estrogenicity is excellent because it quantifies a 
major kind of impact regardless of the specific contaminant or contaminants.  Ideally, atrazine 
should be replaced by an assay or assays, such as immunosuppression or EROD induction, that 
quantify other kinds of impacts.  If they are not adequately developed, then their development 
could be recommended. 
 
p. 33.  I was unaware that the 95th percentile was widely used to look at trends in E. coli, 
although it's not my area and I do not dispute that they are.  The argument for looking at the 
tail of the distribution provided here is clear and reasonable, but my reservations about doing 
are that tails of distributions are relatively unstable (e.g., compared to medians) and also poorly 
quantified as MPN methods poorly quantify high or low concentrations. 
 

p. 42.  Delete the sentence “Alternate foods may have health promoting nutritional value, but 
may contain harmful contaminants along with saturated fats or sugars.”  It does not really add 
to the previous sentence, and gets onto soft nutritional ground. 
 
p. 42. An additional recommendation could be to establish calibrations between whole fish and 
edible portion contaminants. 
 
Thanks for the opportunity  to comment. 
Regards, Bill   
 

 

 

On 14-04-01 3:01 PM, Boehme, Jennifer wrote: 

-->  

Dear Colleagues, 

  

The International Joint Commission’s Health Professionals Advisory Board (HPAB) is seeking 
public comment on an interim report on Recommended Human Health Indicators for Assessing 
Progress on the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement until April 30. This interim report is a key 
product resulting from this community’s participation in last year’s Workshop on Human Health 
Indicators at EPA Region V Headquarters in Chicago, IL.  

  



The interim report describes the identification and definition of recommended indicators that 
could be used by the governments and the IJC to assess and report on progress toward 
achieving the human health objectives of the Agreement.  

  

The report recommended five indicators: 1) the Chemical Integrity of Source Water; 2) the 
Biological Hazards of Source Water; 3) the Illness Risk at Great Lakes Beaches; 4) the Identified 
Risks at Great Lakes Beaches; and 5) the Contaminant Levels in Great Lakes Edible Fish Species. 
These indicators relate to the Agreement objectives that the waters of the Great Lakes should 
be a source of safe, high quality drinking water, allow for swimming and other recreational uses 
and allow for the human consumption of fish.  

  

The HPAB thanks you for your interest and previous participation in these human health 
indicator activities, and invites you to download a copy of the interim report from the public 
comment site.  Any input on the interim report would be welcome, and can be submitted via 
the online form. 

  

- See more at:  

http://www.ijc.org/en_/hpab/Recent_Reports 

  

  

Sincerely, 

  

Dr. Jennifer Boehme 

Secretary, Health Professionals Advisory Board 

Great Lakes Regional Office, International Joint Commission 

100 Ouellette Avenue, Suite 800, Windsor, Ontario, N9A 6T3, Canada 

CDN Tel:  519 257 6710 

CDN Fax:  519 257 6740 

CDN Cell:  226 280 4666 

US Tel:  313 226 2170 x 6710 

http://www.ijc.org/en_/hpab/Recent_Reports


web:  http://www.ijc.org 

  

 

--  

 
William D. Taylor, Professor 
Department of Biology 
University of Waterloo 
200 University Avenue West 
Waterloo ON N2L 3G1 
Canada 
1-519-8884567 ext. 32556 

 

http://www.ijc.org/

