
 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 

21 October 2016 

 

Board announces leadership changes, reviews conditions 

Leadership of the International St. Lawrence River Board of Control (Board) has recently changed. On 18 April, 

the International Joint Commission (IJC) appointed Dr. Geneviève Béchard as Chair of the Canadian section of 

the Board following the appointment of the past co-chair, M. Philippe Morel, to another federal department.  

The IJC appointed Brigadier General (BG) Mark Toy as Chair of the U.S. section of the Board on 

31 August 2016 following the departure of BG Richard Kaiser on 24 May 2016 to another tour of duty. 

 
Dr.  Geneviève Béchard 

Director-General, Monitoring and Data Services 

Meteorological Services of Canada 

Environment and Climate Change Canada 

 
BG Mark Toy 

Commander 

Great Lakes and Ohio Division 

United States Army Corps of Engineers 

 

The Board, in conjunction with its staff, continually monitors the Lake Ontario and St Lawrence River system to 

allow it to set the outflows from Lake Ontario at the Moses-Saunders Dam on the St. Lawrence River at 

Cornwall, ON, and Massena, NY. The Board typically follows Regulation Plan 1958-D when setting the 

outflow.  Since the outflows influence the water levels throughout the system, any deviations from this 

regulation plan are only done in careful consideration of all stakeholders who may be affected.  

 

Water levels on the St. Lawrence River respond more to the changes in the outflow than do water levels on Lake 

Ontario, whose water level fluctuations through the year are driven more by its water supplies. On average, 

about 80 percent of the water entering Lake Ontario comes from Lake Erie, mainly via the uncontrolled Niagara 

River. Therefore the Board and its staff also closely monitor the upstream Great Lakes, in terms of both their 

current and expected water levels and water supplies, since the Niagara River outflows depend solely on the 

water levels of Lake Erie.  The higher-than-average water levels in the upper Great Lakes have resulted in 

above-average Lake Erie outflows into Lake Ontario, and as a result, the level on Lake Ontario has remained 

near its long-term average, despite extremely dry conditions from June through August in its local drainage 

basin. 
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The Board met recently in Quebec City and decided on the following regulation strategy, which was based on 

current and forecasted hydrologic conditions, and expected operating considerations: 
 to soon restore the 0.2 cm (0.1 in) of water which was released on 13 September 2016 from Lake 

Ontario to assist a ship entering the Port of Montreal, 

 to continue to release outflows following those specified in the Regulation Plan 1958-D, 

 to allow under-discharges if Plan flows are higher than turbine capacities during maintenance activities 

at the hydroelectric plants at Cornwall and Massena from mid-October to early November, so long as 

those under-discharges do not conflict with critical needs elsewhere in the system, and 

 to continue to permit under- or over-discharges that may be necessary to address critical conditions. 

  

On 19 October 2016, Lake Ontario was 74.51 m (244.45 ft), 10 cm (3.9 inches) below its long-term average 

level for this time of year. This is well within Lake Ontario’s 1.22-metre (four-foot) regulatory range, being 

86 cm (33.9 inches) below the lake’s upper limit, and 36 cm (14.2 inches) above the lake’s lower limit. The 

level at Lake St. Lawrence was about 7 cm (2.8 inches) above average. Downstream, the level at Lake St. Louis 

is stable at about 38 cm (15.0 inches) above chart datum, and at Montreal Harbour, the level was 1 cm 

(0.4 inches) above chart datum. 

 

The Board, in conjunction with its staff, continues to monitor the system. Outflow changes, photos, and graphs 

are posted to the Board’s Facebook page at www.facebook.com/ISLRBC (English), and more detailed 

information is available on its website at http://ijc.org/en_/islrbc .  

 

Contacts: 

Gail R. Faveri: (905) 336-6007; gail.faveri@canada.ca  

Arun Heer: (513) 684-6202; Arun.K.Heer@usace.army.mil 

 

The Board specifies the outflows from Lake Ontario, generally according to Plan 1958-D as required in the Orders from the 
International Joint Commission. This plan was agreed to by the United States and Canada when the dam was constructed. 
Our website http://www.ijc.org/en_/islrbc contains much useful information including a Frequently Asked Questions 

section under the News and Information tab that will further explain the details of Plan 1958-D and our Board. In order to 
know what outflows to specify, the Board, in conjunction with its staff, pays close attention to water levels in the Lake 
Ontario-St. Lawrence River system and the upstream Great Lakes. The Board is thus prepared to take action when 
applicable. Outflow changes are posted to the Board’s Facebook site at www.facebook.com/ISLRBC and its website at 
http://ijc.org/en_/islrbc under the Maps and Data tab, Lake Ontario outflow changes subheading. 

Water levels on both Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence River vary considerably from year-to-year depending on the 
weather conditions. The Board urges everyone to be prepared to live within the full range of levels that have occurred.  
Although the Board strives to maintain the range of monthly mean levels of Lake Ontario below the upper limit of 75.37 m 
(247.3 ft) and above the lower limit (from April through November) of 74.15 m (243.3 ft) specified in the Orders of 
Approval, since regulation began in 1960, actual monthly levels have ranged from a high of 75.73 m (248.5 ft.) to a low of 
73.82 m (242.2 ft) due to climate conditions outside the design range. Levels on the river tend to vary more widely. 
Furthermore, excessive wind set up and wave action may significantly increase or decrease local levels on both the lake 
and river. Strong winds can change water levels temporarily by over half a metre (two feet) in some locations. 

To receive a weekly email about water levels and flows in the Lake Ontario–St. Lawrence River system, please send a 
blank e-mail message to stlaw-L-subscribe@cciw.ca, with the word ’subscribe’ in the title and body of your message. 
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