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MINUTES 

INTERNATIONAL JOINT COMMISSION 

 Executive Meeting 

Windsor, Ontario 

June 4, 8 & 9, 2015 

 

The International Joint Commission met in Executive Session by conference call on June 4, 

2015, from 12:06 to 2:19 PM EDT, and in person at the Great Lakes Regional Office in Windsor, 

Ontario, on June 8, 2015, from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM EDT, and on June 9, 2015, from 8:30 AM 

to 11:30 AM EDT chaired by Lana Pollack.   

 

 
COMMISSIONERS 

Gordon Walker    Chair, Canadian Section 

Lana Pollack    Chair, U.S. Section 

Rich Moy     Commissioner, U.S. Section 

Dereth Glance    Commissioner, U.S. Section 

Benoit Bouchard   Commissioner, Canadian Section 

Richard Morgan   Commissioner, Canadian Section 

SECTION STAFF 

Chuck Lawson   Secretary, U.S. Section 

Camille Mageau   Secretary, Canadian Section 

Paul Allen    Manager, Policy and Communications, Canadian Section  

Joe Babb    Senior Advisor, U.S. Section* 

Glenn Benoy    Senior Science Advisor, Canadian Section  

Frank Bevacqua   Public Information Officer, U.S. Section 

Antionette Cade   Special Assistant, U.S. Section* 

Pierre-Yves Caux   Director, Sciences and Engineering, Canadian Section 

Mark Colosimo   Engineering Advisor, U.S. Section* 

Susan Daniel    Legal Advisor, U.S. Section* 

Dave Dempsey   Policy Advisor, U.S. Section 

David Fay    Senior Engineering Advisor, Canadian Section*  

Dominique Guerin-Garnett  Public Affairs Adviser, Canadian Section* 

Nick Heisler    Senior Advisor, Canadian Section*  

Wayne Jenkinson    Engineering Advisor, Canadian Section*   

Samantha Klaus   Environmental Officer, Canadian Section*  

Sarah Lobrichon   Policy and Communications Analyst, Canadian Section*  

Vic Serveiss    Ecologist, U.S. Section  

Shane Zurbrigg    Legal Advisor, Canadian Section*  

Cindy Warwick   Policy Advisor, Canadian Section*  
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GREAT LAKES REGIONAL OFFICE STAFF 

Patricia Morris   Director  

Shahbaz Ahmed   Visiting Scientist 

Antonette Arvai   Physical Scientist 

Raj Bejankiwar   Physical Scientist 

Jennifer Boehme   Physical Scientist 

Mark Burrows    Physical Scientist 

Matthew Child   Physical Scientist 

Sarah Keating    Intern 

Hugh McDiarmid   Public Affairs Officer 

Kevin Sadaj     Public Affairs Officer 

Diana Varosky   Administrative Coordinator 

Lizhu Wang    Physical Scientist 

John Wilson    Physical Scientist 

 

* Participated in the meeting via teleconference  

 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA. 
 

1. Commissioners approved the agenda as presented.   

 

MINUTES 

 

2. Commissioners approved the draft Minutes of the April 27 - May 1, 2015, Semi-Annual 

Meeting, as amended, subject to Secretaries providing Commissioners with additional 

text for one item. 

 

APPOINTMENTS   

 

3. A. Science Advisory Board Research Coordination Committee 

 Commissioners approved the appointment of Dr. Thomas Speth to be a U.S. member of 

the Science Advisory Board’s Research Coordination Committee for a two-year term, 

effective June 8, 2015, to June 7, 2017. 

 

BRING FORWARD   

 

4. Commissioners reviewed the listing of correspondence to and from the governments, 

suggested modifications, and discussed whether it might be useful to revise the system to 

provide additional details on the subject matter of the letters.  Commissioners directed 

Secretaries to develop options for record keeping of oral and electronic communications 

and minutes of meetings with governments for Commissioners’ consideration at a future 

meeting.  Commissioners also directed Secretaries to inquire of governments when the 

follow-up meeting discussed at the May 1, 2015, IJC-Government meeting could take 

place. 
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ACTION ITEM LIST AND COMMUNICATIONS ACTIVITIES CALENDAR 

 

5. Commissioners reviewed the latest Action Item list and Communications Activities 

calendar.  Commissioners requested that staff pursue the issue of moving responsibility 

for monitoring the Poplar River and that a briefing note be submitted for consideration in 

September.  Commissioners discussed the June 24-25, 2015, Great Lakes Executive 

Committee meeting and the limited amount of space for IJC participants.  Commissioners 

also noted that public comments of the governments Air Quality progress report will be 

solicited online.  

 
IJC HUMAN RESOURCES 

 

6. Commissioners received an update on human resources issues, greeted the new interim 

GLRO Public Affairs officer Kevin Sadaj, and noted that the U.S. Section office would 

receive an intern for the summer and that arrangements for the NOAA Sea Grant Fellow 

will be made directly with the Michigan Sea Grant office.  

  

IJC AUTHORITIES 

 

7.   Commissioners reviewed draft documents prepared by legal advisors on IJC 

responsibilities under references, applications, and amendments for orders.  

Commissioners requested that legal counsel work directly with engineers from both 

sections and that advisors and Commissioners provide legal counsel with feedback and 

comments. 
 

INFORMATION MANAGEMENT/INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY PLAN 

IMPLEMENTATION 

 

8.  Commissioners received an update on implementation of the IM/IT plan and noted that 

good progress is being made. 

 

TRIENNIAL ASSESSMENT OF PROGRESS REPORT  

 

9. Commissioners received an update on the staff team’s planning for the 2017 Triennial 

Assessment of Progress.  Commissioners noted that staff had gotten a good start on a 

draft outline for the report and that it is not too early to assign specific writing 

assignments to staff.  Noting postponement of the September site visit to the Lake 

Champlain-Richelieu River basin, Commissioners requested that Secretaries investigate 

options for a September Executive meeting in Windsor that would include  a side meeting 

on the triennial assessment report with the Co Chairs of the Water Quality Board, Science 

Advisory Board, and Health Professionals Advisory Board.  
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LAKE CHAMPLAIN-RICHELIEU RIVER TECHNICAL WORKING GROUP 

 

10. Commissioners received an oral update on the Technical Working Group’s activities.  

Commissioners noted that the TWG had a good technical discussion about its work 

during the workshop it held at the IAGLR meeting on May 27, 2015.  Commissioners 

agreed with the TWG’ recommendation that the Commission postpone its site visit to the 

basin, which was being planned for September 2015, since the TWG will be in the midst 

of completing its report to the Commission at that time.     

 

SPARROW  

 

11. Commissioners received a briefing on the status of the two Sparrow models and initiated 

discussions on how best to make the Red-Assiniboine model more readily available to the 

interested parties and the public.  Commissioners have requested a webinar presentation 

to become more familiar with the Red Assiniboine model as soon as possible.  

Commissioners also welcomed the opportunity to meet with the U.S. Geological Survey 

and the Canadian National Research Council to discuss the SPARROW models at the 

2015 Fall Semi-annual meeting.   

 

LAKE ERIE ECOSYSTEM PRIORITY (LEEP) 

 

12.  Commissioners received an update on the preliminary work undertaken to evaluate the 

economic impact of western Lake Erie HABs  Commissioners requested that a follow-up 

discussion be scheduled in June on this  project as well as on the human health report and 

how relate to the initial LEEP report recommendations.  Commissioners also wish to 

have a separate discussion about the potential scope of any follow-up LEEP work, which 

might include policy considerations.  The inter office LEEP team and communication 

teams are to  develop constructive, supportive media lines on the Annex 4 and IJC 

loading targets for Commissioner consideration and approval by COB Thursday June 11, 

2015.  

 

SCIENCE ADVISORY BOARD RESEARCH COORDINATING COMMITTEE 

INDICATOR DATA GAP ANALYSIS WORK PLAN 

 

13.  Commissioners approved the project and requested that staff provide regular updates on 

the project’s progress.  

 

GEAT LAKES REGIONAL OFFICE BUDGET 

 

14. Commissioners acknowledged the work done by staff on the expenses reporting 

framework and encouraged them to develop an additional  framework to facilitate 

midterm planning that encompasses the full budget planning timeline for both 

government fiscal years.  Submission of the planning budget framework was requested 

for discussion in September.  
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GREAT LAKES EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

 

15. Commissioners expressed concern over the constraint imposed on IJC staff participation 

by the parties’ choice of the GLEC venue.  Staff were asked to prepare a two page 

summary of IJC activities for distribution at the GLEC. Commissioners to provide Chair 

Pollack with high level messages they wish to have included in the short observer 

comments. 

 

INTERNATIONAL SOURIS RIVER BOARD 

 

16.   Commissioners discussed options for renewed board structure and membership.  

Commissioners approved the addition of four members with local ties to the basin by the 

Fall of 2015, with a target of two additional local members by 2018. Potential nominees 

should include FN, Metis and Tribes and strive to diversify the makeup of the current 

board.  Commissioners approved: a) the reappointment of Russell Boals for a three year 

term until July 17, 2018, with two years until July 17, 2017 as Canadian Co-Chair of the 

board, and the third year as a Canadian member of the board; and b) Mr. John Fahlman as 

a Canadian member of the ISRB to December 8, 2017.  Commissioners approved the 

retroactive appointment of Mr.Greg Wiche for a three year term ending July 11, 2016, 

and of Mr. Scott Gangl for a retroactive two year term until July 12, 2016.  

    

  

RAINY AND NAMAKAN LAKES RULE CURVE REVIEW 

 

17.   Commissioners reviewed staff recommendations for a modified the rule curve review 

Study Board structure, approved having a 6 member Study Board, and directed staff to 

approach prospective candidates.    

  

INTERNATIONAL WATERSHEDS INITIATIVE 

 

18.   A. Fourth IWI Report 

 Commissioners approved the body of the report with minor modifications and agreed to a 

have a technical editor review the final text.  Commissioners requested that the Executive 

summary be revised, and they subsequently approved the revised summary.  

Commissioners also approved posting of seven IWI project reports on the IJC website 

and agreed to the proposed next steps and late October publication timelines.   

 

 B. IWI Path Forward 

 Commissioners approved the proposed path forward to increase board engagement in 

IWI, including a multi board workshop focused on promoting information exchange, the 

development of an IWI newsletter for the boards, and an increased profile for IWI 

products.  
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WATCHING BRIEFS 

 

19.   A. Pipelines 

 Commissioners received an update on a number of ongoing studies relating to potential 

pipelines impacts in the Great Lakes and agreed to integration of Pipeline 5 into the 

watching brief.  

 

 B. Nuclear 

 Commissioners received an update on the review of the Ontario Power Generation Deep 

Geological Repository proposal.  They also discussed the utility of recommending that 

governments evaluate the potential long term impacts on Great Lakes water quality after 

decommissioning of the suite of existing nuclear power facilities in the basin.  The issue 

of the potential impacts of thermal pollution from power plants in the basin was also 

raised. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

 

20. A. Pipeline 5 Underlying the Straits of Mackinac  

 Commissioners received an update on the Pipeline 5 crossing of the Straits of Mackinac 

and agreed that the Commission should: a) request information and/or a presentation 

from  the U.S. Pipeline Hazardous Material Safety Administration addressing the 

questions on pipeline integrity raised by the US Army Corps of Engineers, and if there is 

a presentation, the Great Lakes Commission and the Great Lakes Fishery Commission 

should be invited; b) request a briefing from the State of Michigan Task Force prior to the 

release of its final report on pipelines; c) seek a briefing from State of Michigan 

representatives about the Kalamazoo River settlement with a particular focus on the 

continued monitoring of the environmental impacts of the spill and on the action plan 

associated with the  $75 million project fund; and  d) seek invitations for the IJC to attend 

the September 15, 2015, spill response exercise at the Straits of Mackinac. 

 

 B. Nipigon Bay Area of Concern 

Commissioners approved the text of the Commission’s comments on the Nipigon Bay 

Area of Concern draft Delisting report and directed staff to transmit the comments to 

Environment Canada. 

 

 C. Great Lakes Indicators 

 Commissioners approved the staff recommendation that the indicators under development 

that were formerly referred to as communications or apex indicators be referred to as 

“Great Lakes Vital Signs.” 

 

DECISIONS TAKEN VIA POLLING 

 

2016 IJC Great Lakes Meeting    

On June 2, 2015, Commissioners approved the staff proposal to reschedule the IJC public 

meeting on Great Lakes issues in Windsor, Ontario, from November 18-19, 2015, to February 9-

10 or 2-3 2016. 
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Water Quality Board   

On May 11, 2015, Commissioners approved the Board’s proposed work plan for a climate 

change project to be carried out by the Board’s Emerging Issues Work Group.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 Charles A. Lawson     Camille Mageau  

 Secretary     Secretary 

 U.S. Section     Canadian Section   


