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MEETING SUMMARY 
International Rainy - Lake of the Woods Watershed Board 

March 7, 2017 
Rainy River Community College, International Falls, MN 

16:30 – 18:00 CT 
 

ATTENDANCE 
PARTICIPANTS  
BOARD MEMBERS  
Michael Goffin (Board Canadian Co-Chair)  Environment and Climate Change Canada 
Gail Faveri  Environment and Climate Change Canada 
Trina Rawn  Ontario Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change  
Kiley Shebagegit  Local Canadian Member  
Todd Sellers  Local Canadian Member  
Karen Cederwall Local Canadian Member 
Colonel Calkins (Board U.S. Co-Chair)  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  
Nolan Baratono  Local U.S. Member  
Matthew Gouin  Local U.S. Member  
Shane Bowe Red Lake Department of Natural Resources 
Jim Stark  U.S. Geological Survey  
Mike Hirst  Lake of the Woods Soil and Water Conservation District  
Suzanne Hanson  Minnesota Pollution Control Agency  
Pat Carey Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
Charlene Mason  Local U.S. Member  
INTERNATIONAL JOINT COMMISSION  
Commissioner Rich Moy U.S. Section 
Mark Gabriel U.S. Section 
Wayne Jenkinson  Canadian Section  
Paul Allen Canadian Section 
BOARD ENGINEERING ADVISORS/SECRETARIAT  
Scott Jutila (U.S. Engineering 
Advisor/Secretariat)  

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  

Daniel Rokitnicki-Wojcik (Cdn Secretariat)  Environment and Climate Change Canada  
OTHER  
Kelli Saunders  International Watershed Coordinator  
Felicia Minotti Global Affairs Canada 
Rachel So U.S. Department of State 
Janette Marsh U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Brad Kirbyson U.S. Consulate, Winnipeg 
 
ABSENTEES  
Mark Lee  Manitoba Sustainable Development  
Dennis Brown  Local Canadian Member  
Greg Chapman Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 
Lori Dowling-Hanson  Minnesota Department of Natural Resources  
Al Pemberton  Red Lake Department of Natural Resources  
Nick Heisler IJC - Canadian Section  
Matt DeWolfe (Cdn Engineering Advisor) Lake of the Woods Control Board Secretariat 
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1. Welcoming Remarks and Introductions  
 

The U.S. Board co-chair called the meeting to order and welcomed Board members, 
Commissioner Moy and guests. 

  

2.  Review of Meeting Materials 
 

The focus of the meeting was to review and discuss the governments’ Binational 
Approach document and Strategy Map. Two additional items were requested to be 
addressed at the end of the meeting and were added to the agenda as the fifth item. 
 
The Board will address other ongoing business during its April 6th teleconference call. 
The contents of the April 6th meeting agenda were presented and discussed. 
 
Action: Additions to the draft April 6th Agenda be provided to the Secretaries for 

inclusion in the final version. 
    
3.  Binational Approach Update 
 

Binational Approach Document and Strategy Map 

The Canadian government representative presented the two documents by describing 
their purpose, status, and other relevant background information. The documents are 
meant to provide an overview of the main components of the binational approach and 
identify the participants and outline potential roles and responsibilities. They also outline 
the broad results that the approach intends to achieve. 
 
The development of the documents stemmed from discussions with the IJC during the 
January 2017 briefing and subsequent work with IJC staff. The main development of the 
approach occurred through ongoing binational discussions at the federal and 
subnational levels.  
 
Next steps were discussed and the intent for governments to revise the documents 
based on input and comments received during the International Rainy-Lake of the 
Woods Watershed Forum (Forum) and other meetings.  
  
Action: Secretaries to draft a written Board response to the IJC outlining member views 

and suggestions regarding the Binational Approach and the IJC’s role. 
 
Members discussed specific components of the approach and the documents and 
provided feedback to government representatives. Discussion included: 

• The need for strong binational coordination 
• The need for data availability on a common platform  
• Discussion of whether additional partners need to be identified on the Strategy 

Map 
• Discussion on what types of activities need to occur binationally and which 

activities can occur domestically 
• Implementation of potential policy options and how this could be better reflected 

in the document and the partner organizations identified 
• Not losing the other components of the Water Quality Plan of Study 
• Consideration of how a formal agreement could provide a platform for long-term 

government commitment in the basin 



3 
IRLWWB – March7th, 2017                                                                                            Meeting Summary 

 
Messaging at Forum 

There was a brief discussion on how a similar message would be provided to the public 
during the binational update at the Forum and that other information would be presented 
during the ECCC-led panel discussion on the science to be conducted for the approach 
at the Forum.  Specifics on the panel discussion were not available during the meeting 
due to travel delays for the ECCC representative speaking to this item. 

  

Role of IJC and Watershed Board 

On the role of the IJC and its Board, members agreed that the role was appropriate 
given the IJC’s mandate of providing advice to governments; however concerns were 
raised regarding the capacity of the Board to take on new duties. There was the 
suggestion that project managers could assist the Board and Commissioner Moy also 
indicated that the Commission have staff that could also support the Board with its 
duties. Board members also discussed the level of public engagement and reporting 
needed to be successful in this role and the types of governance mechanisms used in 
other basins that have similar environmental issues.   Members agreed that a strong and 
ongoing role for the IJC is needed.   

 
4.  Update from Commission  
 

Status of the Commission 

Commissioner Moy and IJC staff provided a brief update on the status of the potential for 
new U.S. Commissioners with the transition to the new U.S. administration. At this time, 
the IJC continues to operate business as usual until otherwise noted.  
 
Updated Guidance Documents 

IJC staff spoke to the updated guidance documents distributed recently. They include: 
• Updated public affairs policy 
• Update immunity guidelines 
• New guidance on reaching consensus  

  
 These documents will be included in the materials provided to new Board members. 

 
Canadian Water Resources Association Conference 

IJC staff provided an update on the Commission’s intention to participate in the CWRA’s 
annual national conference this summer in Lethbridge, Alberta and that members are 
welcome to participate and represent the Board.   
 

5. Board Approvals 
 

Project Wet 

The Engagement Committee intends to submit an IWI proposal using the Project Wet 
framework. The committee will be developing a proposal and committee co-chairs 
requested Board approval to add this project to the Board’s work plan. Project Wet 
develops water education material for teachers and is a well-established non-profit 
organization in the U.S. and Canada. 
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The Watershed Board approved the addition of the Project Wet work to the Board’s work 
plan. 
 
Action: Secretaries to find a suitable location and add the Project Wet project to the 
Board’s work plan. 
 
New Member of the Community Advisory Group 

The Community Advisory Group co-chairs nominated Diane Schwartz-Williams for 
appointment to the advisory group. Diane is the new Executive Director of the Lake of 
the Woods District Property Owners’ Association. 
  
The Watershed Board approved the appointment of Diane Schwartz-Williams to the 
Community Advisory Group.  
  
Action: Secretaries to assist the CAG co-chairs in providing the new member with the 
appropriate materials for the appointment. 
 

6.  Review Action Items and Adjournment 
 

Action items were reviewed by the Secretariat. The Board U.S. co-chair reminded 
members that the Board’s Water Levels Committee would be speaking to the public later 
in the evening and that there are a number of opportunities to learn more about the 
ongoing Rainy-Namakan Lakes Rule Curves evaluation during the week. The meeting 
was adjourned by the U.S. co- chair at approximately 18:00 CT. 
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