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On June 15, 2015 the Water Levels Committee of the International Rainy-Lake of the Woods 
Watershed Board directed the operators of the International Dam to adjust outflow from Rainy 
Lake so as to target the lower Rule Curve by July 1.  This action was taken to reduce the risk of 
high water conditions during the time of year that experiences the heaviest rains given that the 
current dam gate refurbishment project has rendered two of the gates unavailable for passing 
water.  The dam operators have successfully maintained the water levels within a tight margin of 
the lower Rule Curve since July 1. 
 
Although the second part of July and August do not typically experience the heaviest rains, it is 
still possible to get significant storms causing high inflow to the lake.  Conversely, it is possible 
to have days with negative net inflow due to high rates of evaporation.  Additionally, the 
Committee was recently informed that the current level of Rainy Lake has produced nearly ideal 
conditions for a very good crop of wild rice and that maintaining the current lake level until the 
harvest would be very beneficial. 
 
Based on the above considerations the Water Levels Committee directed the dam operators 
yesterday to target the lower half of the Rule Curve Band on Rainy Lake for the period of July 
15 to August 30.  This range will allow the dam owners more operational flexibility while still 
mitigating the risk of high water levels and keeping the lake level within an acceptable tolerance 
for the production and harvest of wild rice.  
 
 
 
FURTHER INFORMATION:  
In USA: Scott Jutila (651) 290-5631 
In Canada: Andrew Liddiard (800) 661-5922 ext. 4 
 


