
1 
 

 
             International Joint Commission                           Commission mixte internationale 
                  Canada and United States                                         Canada et États-Unis           

 
 
 

IJC Science Advisory Board – Science Priority Committee 
Twelfth Meeting Summary 

 
Albert at Bay Suite Hotel 

Ottawa, ON 
October 25, 2016 – 1:00pm to 4:30pm 

 

 
U.S. Members Canadian Members Commission Staff 

Carol Miller (Co-Chair) Jeff Ridal (Co-Chair) Matthew Child (Secretary) 
Dave Allan Andrea Kirkwood Victor Serveiss (U.S. Liaison) 

Mike Murray Christina Semeniuk Cindy Warwick 
Scott Sowa Clare Robinson Raj Bejankiwar 

Dale Phenicie Henry Lickers Antonette Arvai (by phone) 
 John Livernois  
 Bob Hecky (by phone)  

 
Regrets:  Joe DePinto, Lucinda Johnston 
Guest: Seth Foldy, U.S. Co-Chair, IJC Health Professionals Advisory Board 

 
1. Welcome and Approval of Draft Agenda 

 
The Canadian Co-Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.  The draft agenda was approved by 
consensus. 

 
2. Review of September 15, 2016 SPC Meeting Action Items 

 
The U.S. Co-Chair reviewed the action items from the last meeting, noting that progress has been 
made on all the identified items.  Progress on the work plans are discussed further as part of agenda 
item four. 
 

3. Discussion of Science Advisory Board Meeting 
 
Members offered their perspectives on the SAB meeting which occurred during the morning of 
October 25.   
 
One member noted some convergence of the SAB’s work with the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency’s Great Lakes Advisory Board, which provides advice and recommendations to the EPA 
Administrator.  More information on the Great Lakes Advisory Board can be accessed at 
https://www.glri.us/advisory/). 

https://www.glri.us/advisory/
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There was general consensus that it is beneficial for the SPC to meet twice per year with the RCC. 
 

4. Work Group Updates 
 
Information Coordination and Flow (Scott Sowa) 
The contractor report has been completed and the work group is undertaking additional activities to 
improve the specificity and relevance of the material provided by the contractor.  Those activities 
include (i) finalizing the key findings and recommendations, (ii) clarifying roles and identifying ways 
to improve collaboration among groups focused on information management and delivery in the 
Great Lakes, (iii) completing a more detailed assessment of the barriers to information flow for 
Agreement Objectives 2 (recreational use) and 7 (AIS), and (iv) completing final project reporting by 
early 2017. 
 
Dave Allan may have some availability to assist with project completion tasks, and the availability of 
IJC staff (in addition to the work group staff lead) will be investigated and communicated to the 
work group co-chairs. 
 
Fertilizer Application Work Group (Mike Murray) 
LimnoTech (Ann Arbor, MI office) has been contracted through the U.S. Department of State to 
undertake activities described in the project scope of work circulated previously, and data 
compilation activities are underway.  The first work group meeting is scheduled for November 14, 
and work group membership is being finalized to ensure appropriate binational representation 
across topical areas.  The project timeline was reviewed. 
 
Through discussion, it was clarified that the core SPC team (work group Co-Chairs and SPC Secretary 
and staff liaisons) are accountable for ensuring the project stays on track, with input and advice 
from the work group.  SPC members highlighted the importance of considering the variety of 
watershed models that exist, and pointed to NRCS’s National Resources Inventory as an important 
source of data and information.  The project will identify knowledge gaps, and will have to carefully 
consider the issue of scale. 
 
Energy Work Group (Dave Allan) 
The project scope of work will be submitted to the U.S. Department of State procurement process as 
soon as the IJC’s U.S. Section confirms availability of funds for fiscal year 2017, which started on 
October 1, 2016.  Work group members are still being recruited; adding an RCC member was 
suggested. 
 
The following issues related to the project’s scope and relevance were discussed: 

• Whether gas wells on the Ontario side of Lake Erie will be considered; this is something the 
work group will have to discuss; 

• The intent of the project is to focus on the potential water quality and ecological impacts of 
unrefined product transported by multiple modes of transport - the work group will have to 
discuss whether refined product should also be considered; 

• The importance of ensuring that the contractor accesses data on a binational basis; 
• Traditional Ecological Knowledge is being applied to this issue e.g., TEK to inform 

watercourse crossing procedures for the Energy East project; 
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• Ensuring that any energy transport related emerging issues get communicated to the SAB’s 
Great Lakes Early Warning System work group; 

• The project won’t delve into future energy development, but it will access the high level 
studies that have analyzed industry trends. 

 
Declining Offshore Lake Productivity Work Group (Bob Hecky) 
The work plan activities were reviewed.  Based on earlier SPC support, the work plan has been 
submitted for Commission approval, with requested funding of $75,000 CAD (includes $71,000 for 
contractor costs and $4,000 for work group meeting costs).   
 
It was clarified that the project will focus primarily on a review of a number of forecast models, 
rather than completion of forecast modeling.  The importance of multiple stressors influencing 
productivity at various tropic levels was highlighted.  Ecosystem services valuation and tradeoffs 
were discussed; the degree to which those tradeoffs will be considered will depend on the strength 
of the modelled relationships.  The project will be helpful in telling the story of changes in the lakes 
over time, particularly the rapid changes over recent decades. 
 
Great Lakes Early Warning System (GLEWS) 
This is a joint project with RCC co-chaired by Lucinda Johnston, SPC and Michael Twiss, RCC.  Lucinda 
was not able to join the SPC meeting so there was a general discussion about the project, which has 
been submitted for Commission approval with requested funding of $69,000 CAD.  The overall 
intent of the project is to identify emerging threats and stressors, which is a role assigned to IJC in 
the Agreement.   
 
The Health Professionals Advisory Board interest in the project was confirmed, due in part to the 
linkage between health and environmental issues.  Through discussion, there was agreement this 
project should include a consideration of the programs and policies to respond to emerging issues.  
It was observed that the project name has similarities with some drinking water quality monitoring 
programs. 
 

5. Triennial Assessment of Progress 
 
SPC members were asked to provide review comments on the draft TAP technical appendix.  
Members may wish to pay particular attention the Agreement Objective chapter they previously 
volunteered to serve as an advisor for.  Staff have also prepared and circulated ‘charge’ questions 
for each of the Objective chapters to focus members’ input.  Members were asked to provide their 
input to the Secretary by November 11, 2016. 

 
6. SPC Membership Renewals 

 
Seven Board members’ terms are expiring on February 26, 2017 as noted in the table that was 
included in the agenda packet.  In the coming period the Secretary will contact those members to 
ask whether they are interested in serving for another term. 

 
7. Other Business 

 
Indigenous peoples involvement in Great Lakes matters was discussed.  A few specific opportunities 
for advancing this issue were identified: 
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• The IJC’s Water Quality Board is having an Indigenous peoples listening session for the 

majority of their November 9+10, 2016 meeting in Thunder Bay.  Henry Lickers may attend 
on behalf of SPC if he is available. 

• Traditional Ecological Knowledge should be considered in developing IJC’s advice.  An 
information presentation could be provided to SPC and potentially other IJC Boards to get 
that discussion started. 

• A number of First Nations, Tribes and Metis and their associated organizations are 
interested in advancing this issue.  Several comments made during the Great Lakes Public 
Forum held on October 4-6, 2016 reinforced this.  Once IJC has developed its ideas more, 
additional outreach may be appropriate. 

 
8. Next Meeting and Adjournment 

 
A Doodle poll will be sent out to schedule a conference call for January, 2017. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:30pm. 
 
 

Meeting record prepared by Matthew Child and reviewed by Carol Miller and Jeff Ridal.   
Please forward any errors or omissions to childm@windsor.ijc.org 

 


