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             International Joint Commission                           Commission mixte internationale 
                  Canada and United States                                         Canada et États-Unis           

 
 
 

IJC Science Advisory Board – Science Priority Committee 
Seventeenth Meeting 

Teleconference Meeting Summary 
 

September 22, 2017 – 9:00 to 10:00am 
 

 
U.S. Members Canadian Members Commission Staff 

Carol Miller (Co-Chair) Christina Semeniuk Matthew Child (Secretary) 
Scott Sowa John Livernois Glenn Benoy (Canadian Liaison) 

Mike Murray Clare Robinson Victor Serveiss (U.S. Liaison) 
Lucinda Johnson  Li Wang 

 
Regrets: Jeff Ridal, Dale Phenicie, Joe DePinto, Dave Allan, Henry Lickers, Bob Hecky, Andrea 
Kirkwood. 
 

1. Welcome and Introductions, and Approval of Draft Agenda 
 
The U.S. Co-Chair chaired the call and welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Attendance was 
confirmed.  There was consensus that the call should conclude by 10am, and the draft agenda was 
approved by consensus. 
 
The July 18, 2017 meeting record was reviewed, and a spelling error was identified. 

 
2. Stressor Interactions 

 
The revised Stressor Interactions work plan was reviewed, which incorporates all input received 
from the previous SPC call and a subsequent review by work group members.  Project timeline and 
budget details still have to be developed.  There was consensus that the work plan should be 
finalized through a work group call, and the work plan should be submitted to the Commission for 
approval at the IJC’s Fall (2017) Semi-Annual Meeting.  If the project is approved by Commissioners, 
it would be included in the IJC’s 2018/19 budget, and a contractor could be retained after April 1, 
2018. 
 

3. Coordination with other Advisory Board Activities 
 
The Health Professionals Advisory Board (HPAB) with support from SPC is developing a work plan on 
the benefits and risks of fish consumption.  The proposed project includes an emphasis on 
Indigenous peoples’ consumption, with a geographic focus on the St. Lawrence River near Cornwall, 
ON and Massena, NY.  Based on a recent work group call (which was attended by Carol, Jeff and 
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Henry, and some HPAB members) the work plan is expected to be ready for Commissioner review at 
the December, 2017 Executive Meeting. 
 
The SAB’s Research Coordination Committee (RCC) has initiated its Great Lakes Surface and 
Groundwater Model Integration Review project (scope of work attached).  Christina and Clare are 
members of the project work group, and contractor proposals are currently being reviewed. 
 

4. Work Group Updates 
 
Information Coordination and Flow (Scott Sowa) 
The work group draft report has been completed and has been circulated to SPC members (and 
other advisory board) for comments.  The report will be revised and submitted to the Commission in 
time for the IJC Fall Semi-Annual meeting.  A webinar has been scheduled to present the report to 
Commissioners, advisory board members and select staff on October 13 (SPC members have 
received an invitation).  The work group Co-Chairs especially invite input on what should be 
highlighted as part of the Executive Summary. 
 
Great Lakes Early Warning System (Lucinda Johnson) 
GLEWS is a joint SAB project.  A request for proposals was sent to select bidders over the summer, 
and three proposals have been received.  Proposals are presently being reviewed, and a call has 
been scheduled for October 3 to identify a preferred contractor.  The plan is to have a completed 
contract in place by the Fall Semi-Annual Meeting. 
 
Fertilizer Application (Mike Murray) 
The contractor submitted its final technical report in August, and that report was used as a basis for 
development of the draft Work Group report which is presently undergoing review by work group 
members.  A work group call has been scheduled and oral and written input is expected by October 
3, 2017.  The Co-Chairs plan to circulate the draft Work Group report to SPC members later in 
September for input.  The report will also be circulated to the other advisory boards for a 
courtesy/red flag review.  The Work Group report will be finalized in October, 2017. 
 
Energy Transportation and Water Quality (Mike Murray) 
The project will synthesize existing knowledge on the potential impacts of unrefined hydrocarbons 
on Great Lakes water quality.  A work group call was held in July to discuss the contractor’s 
bibliography, and a draft technical report was recently submitted.  The draft presents a literature 
review that includes analysis of fate and behavior of oil, methods of oil transportation, toxicity and 
impacts of oil on aquatic receptors, oil spill response, and includes recommendations and 
knowledge gaps.  Based on work group input, the technical report will be finalized by early 
November, 2017 and a work group report will be prepared by December, 2017. 
 
Declining Offshore Lake Productivity (Matthew Child for Work Group Co-Chairs) 
This project will investigate the role of nearshore retention of nutrients and implications for offshore 
productivity.  The contractor has completed a literature review of how efforts to reduce phosphorus 
loading to the lakes has impacted upper food webs and fish communities.  A work group call is 
scheduled for October 3, 2017 to discuss the literature review, and to discuss a recent and related 
Great Lakes Fishery Commission sponsored workshop attended by several work group members.  
The next deliverable is to update historic Great Lakes data on fish biomass and yield and total 
phosphorus concentrations.  The project is on track to be completed in March, 2018.  



3 
 

 
5. October 2017 IJC Fall Semi-Annual Meeting 

 
Logistics for the Semi-Annual Meeting were reviewed.  There was general agreement that in the 
absence of a compelling agenda item for an October 26 morning meeting, that time would be better 
utilized attending the appearances of the other Great Lakes advisory boards. 
 
Suggested agenda items for the Semi-Annual meeting include potential work plan topics (including 
but not limited to the impacts of aquaculture on the Great Lakes), work group updates, and a 
proposed multi-board nutrients workshop. 
 
Action:  SPC members are asked to finalize their travel and accommodation arrangements for the 
Semi-Annual meeting.  Assistance can be provided by contacting Ken Getty at 
admin@windsor.ijc.org, or the SPC Secretary. 
 

6. Adjournment 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:05am. 
 
 

Meeting record prepared by Matthew Child and reviewed by Carol Miller and Jeff Ridal.   
Please forward any errors or omissions to childm@windsor.ijc.org 
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