
INTERNATIONAL J O I N T  COMMISSION 
1: 

3 . 9 ,  

/ IN THE'MATTER OF EMERGENCY REGULATION OF THE  LEVEL OF RAINY LAKE 
AND OTHER BOUNDARY WATERS I N  THE R A I N Y  LAKE WATERSHED. 

SUPPLEMENTARY ORDER 

7 May, 1980 

t o  t h e   O r d e r   P r e s c r i b i n g  Method o f   R e g u l a t i n g   . t h e  

amended  by  Supplementary  Orders   dated 1 October 1957 
and 2 9  J u l y  1 9 7 0 .  

- Levels   of   Bobndary Waters, d a t e d  8 June  1 9 4 9 ,  as  

The Commission was informed  on May 5, 1980,  by t h e  
In t e rna t iona l   Ra iny   Lake   Board  of C o n t r o l  t h a t ,  based   on   p re sen t  
water supply   t rends ,   Rainy   and  Namakan Lakes a re  e x p e c t e d   t o  be 
o u t s i d e   t h e   r u l e   c u r v e s   a n d   s u b j e c t  t o  a c o n t i n u a n c e  of minimclm 
o u t f l o w s   p r e s c r i b e d   i n  t h e  Conunissicn's 1 9 7 0  Supplementary  Order.  
The B o a r d   f u r t h e r  advised t h a t  it is l i k e l y  it w i l l  be some months 
b e f o r e  lake l e v e l s   w o u l d   a g a i n   b e  i n s i d e  t h e   o p e r a t i n g ' b a n d .  

On t h e   b a s i s  of t h e  assessment, the  Board  recommended 
r e d u c i n g   t h e   o u t f l o w s  t o  2 5 0 0  c f s  from  Rainy  Lake  and t o  500 c f s  
from Namakan Lake  from May 7 t o  August 15 i n   o r d e r  t o  conserve  
w a t e r   u n d e r   p r e v a l e n t  c r i t i ca l  d r o u g h t   c o n d i t i o n s .  I t  took n o t e  
of t h e   a d v i c e  of t h e   I n t e r n a t i o n a l   R a i n y   R i v e r  Water P o l l u t i o n  
Board t h a t  a minimum of 2 , 5 0 0  c f s  would be a c c e p t a b l e   u n d e r  
p r e s e n t  water s u p p l y   c o n d i t i o n s .  

The Board a l s o  n o t e d  t h a t  the   Canadian   Lake  of t h e  Woods 
Cont ro l   Board   has   reduced   ou t f lows   f rom  Lake   of  t h e  Woods i n   o r d e r  
t o  r e t a i n  as much water as  p o s s i b l e   w i t h i n   L a k e  of t h e  Woods 

. Basin .  

THE COMMISSION THEREFORE ORDERS AND DIRECTS THAT, notwith-  
standing the terms of the Commission's Order dated 8 June  1 9 4 9 ,  
as amended, t h e  o u t f l o w s  f r o m  Rainy  and Namakan Lakes s h a l l  be 
r e g u l a t e d  so t h a t   t h e   d a i l y  mean d i s c h a r g e s  sha l l  be 2500'and 500 c f s  
' r e s p e c t i v e l y ,   p r o v i d e d   t h a t  ei ther o r  bo.th d i s c h a r g e s  s h a l l  be 
i n c r e a s e d   t e m p o r a r i l y  if so d i r e c t e d   b y   t h e   I n t e r n a t i o n a l   R a i n y  
Lake B o u d  of C o n t r o l  t o  p r e v e n t   t h e   d i s s o l v e d   o x y g e n  l e v e l  i n  tht? 
Rainy River from f a l l i n g   b e l o w  4 m i l l i g r a m s  per  l i t e r  or  i n  
r e s p c n s e  t o  improved   supply   condi t ions .  

The Companies s h a l l   f u r l l i s h   t h e   o u t f l o w   i n f o r m a t i o n   e a c h  
day t o  the   Un i t ed   S t a t e s   and   Ca l l ad ian  members o f   t h e   I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Rainy  Lake Board of C o n t r o l  aqd the  Chairmen of the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Rainy  River  Water P o l l u t i o n   B o a r d .  

I n  t h e  e v e n t   t h a t  it comes t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Rainy  River Water Pollution Board o r  either Company 
t h a t   t h e s e  flows are c a u s i n g   d i f f i c u l t i e s   o n   L a k e  of t h e  Woods o r  t h e  
Rainy River ,  t h e y   s h a l l   i m m e d i a t e l y   a d v i s e  t h e  Commission  and 
t h e   I n t e r n a t i o n a l   R a i n y  Lake Board of Cont ro l , .  
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- .  U n l e s s   o t h e r w i s e  ordered by t h e  Commission, t h i s   S u p p l e m e n t a r y  
-.- Order shall c o n t i n u e   i n  force u n t i l  August 15,  1 9 8 0 .  

S i g n e d   t h i s  7 th  Day of May 1980. 
* 

Jean  R.  Roy 

d 
.- 
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Charles R .  Ross Jean  L. Hennessey 


