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             International Joint Commission                           Commission mixte internationale 
                  Canada and United States                                         Canada et États-Unis           

 
 
 

IJC Science Advisory Board – Science Priority Committee 
Twenty Ninth Meeting 

Teleconference Meeting Summary 
 

January 22, 2020 – 10:30am-12:00pm 
 

 
U.S. Members Canadian Members Commission Staff 

Carol Miller (Co-Chair) Jeff Ridal (Co-Chair) Matthew Child (Secretary) 
Dave Allan  

Mike Murray  
Mic Isham  
Scott Sowa 

John Livernois 
Karen Kidd 

Jerome Marty 

Victor Serveiss 
Rob Phillips 

Li Wang 
Mark Burrows 
David Burden 

 
Regrets: Bob Hecky, Christina Semeniuk, Gail Krantzberg, Lucinda Johnson, Joe DePinto 
Guest: Jen Vanator 

1. Welcome and Introductions, and Approval of Draft Agenda 
 
The Canadian Co-Chair chaired the call and welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Attendance was 
confirmed.  The draft agenda was approved by consensus. 
 

2. Work Group Updates 
 
Declining Offshore Lake Productivity (Staff on behalf of Bob Hecky and Joe DePinto) 
An informational webinar was held with Commissioners, the work group co-chairs and staff on 
November 26, 2019.  The report is being finalized, and communications and engagement plan has 
been prepared for report roll-out.  The report will be sent to the Commission for approval in the 
near future.  An IAGLR 2020 session is planned. 
 
It was suggested that the project be considered for a symposium at the American Fisheries Society 
conference being held in Columbus, OH from August 30-September 3, 2020. 
 
Great Lakes Early Warning System (Lucinda Johnson) 
The work group report was reviewed at the October 2019 SPC and SAB meetings, and revisions have 
been incorporated.  The project work group will be reviewing the revised draft in the coming weeks 
and the final report will be transmitted to Commissioners in late February or early March. 
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Stressor Interactions (Dave Allan) 
The contractor report is currently undergoing final revisions, and a draft work group report is 
substantially complete.  Once the work group report is finalized it will be circulated to the SAB for 
review, then transmitted to the Commission for approval.  The report calls attention to the 
importance of stressor interactions in the Great Lakes. It finds that stressors can interact in both 
additive and non-additive ways, resulting in greater overall stress that as yet is poorly understood. 
 
The project will form the basis of presentation abstracts to IAGLR and the SFS/ASLO joint meetings 
being held in June, 2020. 
 
 Great Lakes Science Plan (Staff on behalf of Bob Hecky) 
This is a project of the full SAB that was approved by Commissioners in July, 2019.  A contractor 
(LimnoTech) has been retained and the core work group of SAB members is going to be expanded to 
include external subject matter experts.  The initial contractor task is to assess overall investments 
in Great Lakes science programs.  Two workshops will be held later in 2020.  There are ongoing 
efforts to coordinate this project with the Congressionally mandated science plan being developed 
by the U.S. Geological Survey. 
 
HPAB’s Harmonized Fish Consumption Advisory Work Plan (Jeff Ridal) 
This project is being led by the Health Professionals Advisory Board, with the participation of the 
Mohawk Council of Akwesasne and SPC members.  The project will assess the risks and benefits of 
fish consumption in First Nations communities including social drivers and determinants, with 
Akwesasne as a case study.  The work plan is currently being fine-tuned for contracting through the 
Great Lakes Fishery Commission.  The project will be introduced to the Akwesasne community in the 
coming weeks. 
 
Through discussion, the relevance of previous SAB work on the risks and benefits of fish 
consumption was acknowledged. 
 
RCC’s Connecting Channels (Jeff Ridal) 
A draft contractor report has been sent out for work group review.  Once revisions are incorporated, 
full SAB review will be sought. 
 

3. Work Plans 
 

The one-pager on Commission priorities was reviewed and briefly discussed.  The document 
provides guidance to the advisory boards on topics that are important to the Commission.  However, 
IJC advisory boards are independent advisors and therefore the boards can propose projects that 
they deem important. 
 
The Great Lakes Early Warning System (GLEWS) Phase 2 work plan was reviewed.  There was general 
agreement that the project should be advanced for Commission approval.  It was also noted that the 
SPC’s Information Coordination and Flow report (2018) is highly relevant to GLEWS, particularly as it 
relates to governance and how information is delivered to decision-makers. 
 
The Ecosystem Valuation work plan was reviewed.  It has recently come to light that the State of 
Michigan has a project underway on ecosystem services valuation in Areas of Concern, which has 
some overlap with the SPC work plan.  It was suggested that the SPC work plan be revisited later, 
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once the Michigan study progresses further.  At that point the SPC work plan could be fine tuned to 
fill gaps and/or provide improved precision to the ecosystem services values identified through the 
Michigan study.  There was general agreement to revisit the SPC work plan later in 2020. 
 
The Urbanization and Climate Change work plan that was prepared by a former SPC member was 
reviewed, and it was noted that the work plan does not presently have an SPC champion.  There was 
general agreement that the work plan should be revisited for the next work planning cycle, and both 
project leadership and a better defined set of project tasks should be considered. 
 
The Nutrients Synthesis work plan was reviewed, and several SPC members expressed their interest 
in helping to advance the work plan.  The relevance of the project to the WQB was also noted, and 
WQB membership on (or co-leadership of) the work group should be pursued.  There was general 
agreement that the project should be advanced for Commission approval. 
 
The topic of Indigenous Knowledge was discussed, although a draft work plan has not been 
developed.  There was general agreement that this topic should be considered for the next work 
planning cycle. 
 
Action: Fully develop the GLEWS Phase 2 work plan and Nutrients Synthesis work plan for 

submission to the Commission by the February 28, 2020 deadline. 
 

4. SPC Membership 
 
Two U.S. and one Canadian SPC positions will become vacant at the end of February, 2020.  Staff are 
responsible for recommending new members to the Commission for their consideration and 
approval.  Staff stated they believe it is essential that the SPC be consulted on new member 
nominations.   
 
Members reviewed and discussed the list of potential SPC members that was prepared based on 
prior input from members and staff, and the IJC’s 2018 public call for self-nominations.  Due to time 
constraints, the SPC reconvened by phone on January 30, 2020 to complete the membership 
discussion. 
 

5. Acknowledgement of Outgoing Members 
 
The SPC Co-Chairs acknowledged members whose terms are expiring at the end of February, 2020: 
Dave Allan, Scott Sowa and Christina Semeniuk.  They have made substantial and sustained 
contributions to the SPC and IJC, and their presence on the board will be missed. 
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6. 2020 Meeting Schedule 
 
The 2020 meeting schedule was approved by consensus.  Meetings will be held as follows: 
 
• January 22, 2020 Conference call 
• March    Conference call  
• April 22, 23  In Person at IJC Spring Semi-Annual, Washington, DC 
• June   Conference call 
• September  Conference call 
• Week of October 19-23 In Person at IJC Fall Semi-Annual, Ottawa, ON (exact dates TBC) 
 

7. Other Business & Adjournment 
 
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:24p.m. 
 
 

Meeting record prepared by Matthew Child and reviewed by Carol Miller and Jeff Ridal.   
Please forward any errors or omissions to childm@windsor.ijc.org 


