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DEPARTMENT OF STATE; 
W a - ~ k q t m ,  December $7,1916. 

The Hon. OBADIAB GARDNER, 
C h i m m  United States Xection, I n t e d m l  Joint Oornrmds- 

SIR: I have the honor to inclose herewith, for submission to the 
International Joint Commission, a letter addressed to it by this 
department, relative to cefiain contemplated improvements in the 
St. Clair River along the water front of Port Huron, Mich. 

s h i - ~ ,  Sou$&wi Buildi.ng, Washington, D. C. 

I have the honor to be, sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

. .  , -  (Sgd.) * ROBERT LANSING. 
. .  

DEP~RTMENT OF STATE, 
. .  Wm&ington, Decelnber 97,1916. 

The honorable the INTERNATIONAL JOINT COMMISSION, 
1 .. United States Canada, ' . Southern B&&w, W&hingtOn, D. c. 

GENTLEMEN: I have the honor. to transmit herewith a copy of a 
1 letter of. December 15, 1916, from,the Secretary of War, with refer- 

ence to certain contemplated improvements in the St. Clair River 
along the water: front of Port Huron, Mich. It appears fr 
letter that the cop-st of a e  proposed improvements, in 
ance with a plan a ct  set forth in House Document No. 782, 
Sixty-fourth Congress, first session, was authorized by Congress in 
the so-called rivers and harbors b hioh wap approved July 27, 
1916. Copies of these two docu gether with two blue p*ts 
showing the nature of the proposed .improvements, are incl 
herewith. , 

It appears from the letter of the S of War that the. 
templated changes would, if made, a e natural lerel of 
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St. Clair River on the Canadian. side of the international boundary, 
a.s well as the l43vel of Lake Huron, and that, therefore, &e project is 
one which, under the terms of Article I11 of the Boundary Waters 
Convention which was &nchded between the 'United States. and 
Great Brit'ain on Januery 11,1908, can be carried out only with: the 
approval of the Internatibnal Joint Commission. The Secretary of 
War requests such approval. 

It is presumed that the documents inclosed herewith will be found 
by the commission to contain 
the fects upon which this ap 
, order of approval desired, 
garded by the commission a 
(a) of rule 6 and of rule 7 o 
commission. 

A copy of this communication is being forwarded to Me Secretary 
of War, whose attention is being invited to 'the provisions of rule 7 
of these Rules of Procedure, and it is presumed that the required 
additional copies of this application will be supplied by his depart- 
ment in due course. 

. ,  I have the honor to be, gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, 

(Si@ed) ROBERT. LANSB~. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, December 16, 1916'. 

The honorable the SECRETARY OF STATE. 
SIR: In  the river and harbor act of July 27, 1916, Congrma made 

an appropriation for improving St. Clair River by securing a channel 
along the water front of Port Huron, Mieh;, in accordance with a 
plan and project set forth in Hoiise Document No. 782, Sixty-fourth 
Congress; fist session. 

Tunnel, and the eo 
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Careful dculations indicate that the digging of the channel would 
rwwe a permanent lowering of Lake to the extent of a b u t  
one-half inch, unless compensated fo that a sill 8 feet high, 
located as proposed, will give sufficient contraction to compensate 
for the excavation. The location of the proposed channel and com- 
pensating work is shown on the accompanying drawing, and for tl, 

description of the'work and its authorization, reference is made to 
the aforesaid document and act of Congress, copies of which are 
herewith [enclosed]. 
As the project is one affecting the' natural level or flow of boundary 

waters, it appears to come within the purview of Article I11 of the 
Boundary-Waters treaty of January 11, 1909, between the United 
States and Great Britain, and to require the approval of the Inter- 
national Joint Commission antecedent to its accomplishment. 

I have the honor to ask that the matter be referred to that com- 
mission for .consideration and approval. 

Very respectfully, 
NEWTON D. BAKER, 

Secretary of Tat-. 

[PWLIO-No. 168-64m CONGRESS.] 
[H. R. 12193.3 

An Act Making appropriations for the construction, repair, and preservation 
of certain public works on rivers and harbors, and for other purposes. 
Be it enacted by the X e d e  a d  House of Representatbe8 of the 

Uaited States o Anaerica in Congrescr a;seernbbd, That the following 

the Treasury not- otherwise appropnated, to be immediately avail- 
able, and to be expended under the direction of the Secretary of 
Wareand the supervision of the Chief of Engineers, for the con- 
struction, completion, repair, and preservation of the public works 
hereinafter named : 

* .* * * * * *' 
Shi channel connecting waters of the G m t  Lakes between Chi- 

ca 0,  fluluth, and Buffalo : For maintenance of improvement through 
La % e Saint Clair, $108,325: Provided, That of this amount the sum 
of $83,325 may be ex ended for the urpose of securing a channel 

in accordance with the report printed in House Doeument Numbered 
Seven hundred and eighty-two, Sixty-fourth Congress, first session. 

1 

' sums of money l e, and are hereby, appropriated, out of any money in 

in Saint Clair River a r) ong the water P ront of Port Huron, Michigan, 

* * * * * * a 

Approved July 27, 1916. 
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