
APPLICATION OF1 WEST ROOTENAY ,Do'?EB AMD LIGHT COMPANY, 

LIPIIIITED TO THE INTERNATIONAL JOINT CO~SSIOM FOR 

PERMISSION FOR S,TORAGE OF WATER I N  ROOTENAY LAKE 

I N  ADDITION TO TEE STOM-GE AUTHORIZED By THE O€U)ER 

OF APPROVAL DATED THE ELEVEITH DAY O F  NOTEMBER, 1938, 

TO THE HONOURABLZ THE INTERNATIONAL 
J O I N T  COIIIMISSION, Ottawa, Canada, 
and Vfashfngton , D .C 

.. 

TFZ UNDERSIGNED, as s o l i c i t o r  f o r  West Kootenay 

Power and L i g h t  Company, Limited (herefnaf ter  cal led 

"the Company" ) respectful ly  represents : 

(1) That the Company i s  a corporation consti tuted by 

a specfal ac t  of the Province of Brit fsh Columbia, being 

Chapter 63 o f  the Statutes  crPX891,as amended by Chapter 

78 of the Statutes  of 1911, and Chapter 76 of the Statutes  

of 1929,(wlzEch are s e t  ou t  i n  Append-ix 1 t o  the or ig ina l  

appltcation dated the s ix th  day of September 1929, 

presented t o  and f i l e d  with the Internat ional  Jo in t  

Commission) 

t o  acquire and hold. water l icenses  t o  develop and supply 

power, and t o  do a l l  necessary o r  incidental  things , 9n- 
cluding the building of dams and compensating works f o r  

the storage of water i n  r ivers ,  streams o r  lakes wfthfn a 

radfus of one hundred- and fifty (150) miles from the C i t y  

and 1s authorized and empowered, In te r  alia, 

of Rossland i n  the said Province. 



. (2)  That the said applfcation was superseded by an 

amended application dated the eighth day o f  February, 1932, 

presented t o  and f i l e d  w i t h  the said Commfssion; that bg 

an fnstrument i n  writing bearing date the seventh of 

September, 1938, and f i l e d  with the safd CornmissLon, the 

Company applied f o r  leave t o  revive the sa id  amend-ed 

application of the eighth of  February, 1932; and tha t  

the Commission granted the Company leave t o  revfve the 

said amended. application, 

(3) That the said amended application came on f o r  

hearing before the safd Commission during the month of 

October, 1938, and tha t  the Commission made i t s  Order of 

Approval, dated the eleventh o f  November, 1938, whereby 

the Commission ordered and directed,  f n t e r  a l i a ,  t h a t  the 

Company be permitted t o  s tore  water i n  the mafn body of  

Kootenay Lake t o  a maximum elevation o f  1'745.32, Geodetfc 

Survey o f  Canada datum, 1928 Adjustment, 

( 4 )  That the Commission fur ther  ord-ered that  t o  ensure 

the carrying out of the provisions of the s a i d  Ord-er the 

ComfssSon s h a l l  r e t a i n  jur isdict ion over the regulation 

of the levels  o f  Kootenay Lake through a jo in t  board of 

engfneers t o  be known as the Internat ional  Xootenay Lake 

Board  o f  Control, and t h a t  such Board may a t  any time 

make representations t o  the Commission i n  regard t o  any 

matter affect ing o r  a r i s ing  out of the terms of the sa id  

Order - 
. i  
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( 5 )  That the Company has f u l l y  complfad with a11 the 

conditions and regulations of the sa id  Order on i t s  par t  

t o  be observed and performed. 

( 6 )  That the Company has consulted the s a i d  Board w i t h  

respect t o  obtaining the permission o f  the Commission t o  

s tore  (subject t o  paragraph 13 o f  this appl icat ion)  an 

additional two f e e t  of water above the elevation 1705.32 

during the low water months o f  the years 1941 and 1942, 

( 7 )  That the snowfall i n  the Rootenay River drainage 

area during the winter of  1940-41 was much l e s s  than 

normal, and tha t  as a consequence thereof' a l l  indications 

point t o  the probabi l i ty  of a very l o w  seasonal runoff 

during the year 1941, and of  a low flow into the Rootenay 

Lake storage basin during the l o w  water months of the year 

1941 and during the f i r s t  f o u r  months o f  the year 1942. 

( 8 )  That most of the power produced by the Company 5s 

now used i n  the production of  v i t a l  materSals o f  war 

and that there fs an urgent neod that t he  supply of  the 

s a l d  power be adequate a d  contfnuous, 

( 9 )  That unless the Company 1s able to mafntain a 

suf f ic ien t  supply of water i n  storage i n  Kootenay Lake 

the Company mag be unable t o  maintafn an adequate and 

continuous supply of power e 

(10) %at the Company therefore desires  permission t o  

s tore  the sa id  addi t ional  t w o  f e e t  of water. 

(11) That i n  order t o  provide a measure o f  protection 

against a water shortage and a consequent povrer shortage 



during the low water months of the year 1941 and the 

first four months of the year 1942, the Company proposes, 

i f  permission i s  granted f o r  the addi t ional  storage hereby 

applied for ,  t o  e f fec t  such storage by commencing a r e p -  

l a t ion ,  Zn t h a t  behalf, of the flow of water through 

Coma L i n n  dam, when the leve l  o f  Kootenay Lake a t  Queen's 

Bay reaches, on the f a l l i n g  s tage,  the elevation 1747.32. 

If the said permission i s  granted, but i s  not granted 

before the l eve l  of Kootenay Lake a t  Queen's Bay reaches, 

on the f a l l i n g  stage, an elevation lower than 1747.32, 

the Company proposes t o  e f fec t  the safd storage ( t o  such 

extent a s  may be possible) by s tor lng surplus water when- 

ever the same may be avai lable ,  as  soon as  possible a f t e r  

the said permission has been granted, 

(12) That,if the Commission grants permission f o r  the 

sa i a  storage,  the Company w i l l  pay the cost  of any 

addftional pumping which may be required i n  the drainage 

d i s t r i c t s  affected by the sa id  storage and which may 

reasonably be a t t r ibu ted  t o  such storage. 

(13) That the sa id  Board has recommended t o  the Company 

that  the Kootenay Lake elevation a t  Queen's Bay be l imited 

t o  elevation 1747.32 from the day when regulation i n  

behalf of the said storage commences t o  and including the 

7th day o f  January, 1942, and thereaf ter  the elevation of 

the sa id  Lake s h a l l  be lowered so tha t  i t  s h a l l  not  exceed 

elevatTon 1745.6 on the 1st day o f  February, 1942, 

elevatfon 1743.2 on the 1 s t  day of March, 1942, aad eleva- 



t i on  1739.32 on the 1st day o f  April,  1942, and that  the 

Company is will ing 'GO regulate the sa id  storage f n  

accordance with the said Board's recommendations t o  the 

l i m i t s  of i t s  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  regulation, 

(14) That if the flow of water through Gorra Linn dam is  

s o  regulated as  t o  create  the said storage,the leve l  of 

Kootenay Lake and of Kootenay Rfver a t  the International 

Boundary Line w i l l  be ra ised t o  a s l i g h t l y  higher eleva- 

t ion  during the low water months or" the year 1941 and the 

f i r s t  lhree months o f  the year 1942 than would r e s u l t  f rom 

the storage of water under the s a l d  Order o f  Approval, 

(15) T h a t  no in te res t s  i n  the United States  o r  Canada 

could be ad-versely affected by the s a i d  storage i n  view 

of  the intcmtlon of the Company t o  pay the cost  of  Etddi- 

t i ona l  pumpfng as mentioned i n  parzgraph 12 of this 

applfcation, 

WHEREFORE the undersigned on behalf of the Company 

appl ies  t o  the Honourable the Internat ional  Jo in t  Commission 

f o r  permfss5.on for the storage i n  Kootenay Lake i n  the 

manner above mentioned of an additional t w o  f e e t  of  water 

above the elevatfon 1745.32. 

Power and Light Company, Lfmited, 

Dated- a t  T r a i l ,  B. C., 
this 7 th  day o f  June, 1941. 


