
’ 4 E t [ l T ~ ~ c I I ~ I O i A L C O M M U N I C A T 1 O N B  TO 
THE S E C R m A R Y  OF STATE 

WASHINOTON, D. C.  

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

In reply refer to 
Le ?11.4216 Grand Coulee/SO September 30, 1940 

The International Joint Commission, 

Washington, D. C., United States of AmerIoa; and 

Ottawa, Ontario, Dominion of Canada. 

Sirs: 

1. The Government of the United States hereby sub- 

mits to the International Joint Commission, under the 

provisions of Article IV of the Treaty of J a n y y  11, 

1909, between the United States and Great B r i  .& ain, this 

applioatlon requesting that the Commiseion give consid- 

eration to such effects, if any, as the constmotion 

and operation of the Grand Coulee Dam and Reservoir,. 

Columbia River, Washlngton, may have on levels or stages 

of the said Columbia River at and above the international 

boundary between the United States of Amerioa and the 

Dominion of Canada, and the consequences thereof; and 

that the Commission enter an appropriate order in the 

premises, expressly approving the oonstruotfon and 

operation of the said Grand Coulee Dam and Reservoir. 

2. Conservation, 
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2. Conservation, and utillzatfon in the public 

interest, of the waters of the Columbia River having been 

under oonslderation f o r  many years, the Congress of the 

United States by an Act approved August 30, 1935 

(49 Stat, 1028), provided In part: 

"That for the purpose of oontrolllng floods, im- 
proving navigation, regulating the flow of t he  
streams of the United States, providing f o r  stor- 
age and fop the delivery of the stored waters 
thereof, for the reclamation of publicz lands and 
Indian reservations, and other beneficial us08, 
and f o r  the generation of eleotrio energy a8 a 
means of finanoially aiding and aeslstlng such 
undertakinga, the projeots known as 'Parker Dam' 
on the Colorado River and '.3rand Coulee Dam' on 
the Columbia River, are hereby authorized and 
adopted, and a11 contraots and agreements whioh 
have been executed i n  conneotion therewith are 
hereby validated and ratified, and the President, 
acting through suoh agents as he may designate, 
is hereby authorized to oonstruot, operate, and 
maintain dame, structures, oanals, and inoidental 
works neceseary to such projeots, and in connec- 
tion therewith to make and enter into any and 
all neceesary oontraots inoluding contracts 
amendatory o f  or supplemental to those hereby 
validated and ratified, I' 

3. Pursuant to this Congressional authorization, 

the United gtates, aoting through the Bureau of' Retllama- 

tlon, Department of the In te r ior ,  has, sinoe Deosmber 

1933, besn engage& in the oonstruotfon of the aforesaid 

Grand Coulee Dam, located in the Columbia RIver, in the 

extreme northeaetern portion of Township 28 North, 

Range 30 East, ~J.:JL, State of Flashington. This dam, 

now 



-3- 

now nearing oompletion, w i l l  be a massive, straight- 

gravity-type s t ruoture ,  r i s i n g  about  550 f e e t  above t h e  

lowes t  part of the foundation, and r a i s i n g  the water 

surfaoe of t h e  r iver approximately 355 feet t o  e l eva t ion  

1290 feet above mean 8ea level, the reservoir thus 

created being about 151 miles long, and having g r o s s  

oapaoi ty  of approximately 10,000,000 aore feet. 

4. T h a t  p a r t  of t he  Columbia River  Basin lying 

above the Grand Coulee Darn has a n  area of 74,100 square 

milee, of which 39,000 square miles are in Canada. U1- 

t imately,  the power I n s t a l l a t i o n  a t  this dam w i l l  be 

1,890,000 kilowatts, in 18 genera t ing  u n i t s  of 105,000 

kilowatts eaoh. The prodeot w i l l  regulate the flow of 

the Columbia River  and make p o s s i b l e  t h e  redamation of 

1,200,000 &ores of arid land. 

5. The Grand Coulee Dam projeot i s  not designed 

t o  p re jud ice  the e x i s t i n g  rights of any interest on 

either side of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  boundary. Technically, 

the neoess i ty  f o r  securing the approval  of the  Commis- 

sion of the oonstruct ion and ope ra t ion  of the p r o j e c t  

might reasonably be questioned, but never the less ,  in 

view of the p o s s i b i l i t y  that opera t ion  of the con t ro l  darn 

may at tines moderately increase  the l e v e l s  o r  stages of 

the Columbia River a t  and f o r  a short distance above the 

international boundary, the  Government of the United 

S t a t e s  



S t a t e s  desires that the Conguiseion give i t s  approval t o  

the p r o j e o t  works and t o  the  plan of opera t ion  which the 

Bureau of Reolamation proposes t o  adopt,  i n  order that 

the mat te r  may be beyond oontroveray, 

6, Improvements i n  t h e  channel of the Columbia RZver 

a t  t h e  L i t t l e  Dalles, 15 miles downstream from the i n t e r -  

n a t i o n a l  boundary, a s  contemplatea by the Bureau of Reala- 

mation, w i l l  have the e f f e c t ,  it appears, of compensating 

very s u b s t a n t i a l l y  f o r  minor stage inoreasee  at the i n t e r -  

n a t i o n a l  boundary which otherwise might ob ta in  at  c e r t a i n  

times 8s a r e m l t  of the operation of the a f o r e s a i d  Grand 

Coulee Dam and Reservoir, 

7, Accordingly, the &nernrnent of the United State6 

asks that the International J o i n t  Commission approve the 

Grand Coulee Dam and the proposed method of opera t ion  of 

the r e s e r v o i r  t o  e l eva t ion  1290 feet above mean s e a  level. 

8. This communication will, it is bel ieved,  be found 

by the Commission to contain all essential averments re- 

garding the faats upon whfoh thls applioation is based 

and the nature  of the o r d e r  of approval desired, and t o  

be i n  conformity with the provis ions  of Paragraph (a) of 

Rule 6 and with Rule 7 of the Commission's Rules o f  

Procedure. 
h / 

9, I n  submit t ing t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  the Commission, 

the hope i s  expressed, on behalf of the United States, 

that 
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that in view of the importance of the mat te rs  involved I 
and the ex igent  need f o r  i m e d i a t e  ao t ion ,  the Commis- 

s ion w i l l  expedite its  oonslderat ion thereof  and i t 8  1 
i 

aotion thereon in order  that the p r o j e c t  works and the s! 

p lan of ope ra t ion  thereof  may receive the approval  of 

the  

3 
I 

2 

\ 
I Commission w i t h  the l e a s t  p o s s i b l e  delay.  

10. Attached t o  t n i s  app l ioa t ion  and made a p a r t  

thereof  are the fo1lovTing maps and drawings showing the 

situation and extent of the proJeot works: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Columbia Basin Pro ect  - Washington, map no. 39-84, marked tl ExhibiG An. 

Map of Columbia River Reservoir, drawing 
no. 222-D-5880, marked IIExhibit  Btl. 

Work sur face  p r o f i l e ,  Columbia River and 
Reservoir ,  drawing 222-D-6389, marked 
llExhibit CII. 

P l a n  - Grand Coulee Dam power and pumping 
plant s, drawing 222-D-1907, marked 
" E x h i b i t  D1l.  

Elevat ions  and seotions, Grand Coulee Darn 
power and punping p lan t s ,  drawing 222-D-1908, 
marked uExhibit E". 

The required a d d i t i o n a l  copies of the  a p p l i c a t i o n  

are being forwarded t o  you under sepa ra t e  cover. 

Very t r u l y  yours, 

/- 
Enclosures: 

Haps and drawings, 
as l i s t e d  above. 




