INTERNATIONAL JOINT COMMISSION

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF THE CITY OF SEATTLE

FOR AUTHORITY TO RAISE THE WATER LEVEL OF THE SKAGIT

RIVER APPROXIMATELY 130 FEET ‘AT THE INTERNATIONAL
BOUNDARY BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA

ORDER OF APPROVAL

OTTAWA - WASHINGTON
January 27, 1942
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WEUREAS an Applicetien of the City of Sesttle beariug the duts
of Bey 26, 1041, was pressnted %o sad Filed with the Internetional Joint
| Comlission on August €, 91, wder he provisions of the Treety of
Jenuary 11, 190§, between the Tnited $tates and Grest Britsin, for
suthority $o ralse, Ly steges, the naturel wyater level of the Heaglt
Qivey 180 fest, to elevabion IY26 feet above iu‘em #ea level ot the
internationsl bowndary, by progressively increasing the height of the
Hoss dam on the Skapit Biver in Fhateom Couwnty, Washington; and

WREREAS the Skepit River risse in British Colwbiae weet of the .
Cascade Mounteins, end efter Mlowing spproxivetely 28 miles through
British Cclﬁt}ks’ia srosses the internpbional boundary inte the Stete
of dashinpton, and alber o further course of 135 miles, in the State
of’ Wnshington, discharges into the Pecific Ocean through the Streit
of Juan de Foos; end is a stfems crossing the imternaebional boumdary
within the mesning of Article IV of the Treaty of Janvary 11, 1909;
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HWHERZAS for nmeny :fsgra 'klw Fity of Seattle hes besn nama»truc%ﬁing,
-' _'upernisin@; and raintaining a 1e.rge vmﬁernpaww projest on the Skagit
“Fiver, of whieh the Ham D&va. 10@&1&0& about 30 miles downstrean f?w
the interngtional bomzrc;sry, and the ressrvoir crested thereby, lmows
az Ruby Leke, are asas#ﬁ&al feame&; and

| WHERBAS the said Ross Dam has been constructed by the City of
Saattle to en initial or internediate halght auflicient to impound water
to elevation 13B0 Peot sbove mean sem level, in accordance with plems
approved by the Pederel Power Cormisgion of the United Stetes, which
plane congtitute a part of the 1icense authorised 'by' that Comnission.
for the construction, operation, and maintenance of the said weter-power
projeety and the City of Seettle proposes in its _ml'iuatim to relse the
dge by steges to sn ultimate height sufficlent to impound weter to
elevation 1725 feet sbove mean sea level, subjeet %o the ’jm‘iaﬁi‘eﬁm
of the Federal Power (comiselons amd

WHERKAS, afber due notlics to a1l interested parties in the United
States and Cepada, the sald Application esme on for hearing in the
City of Sesttle im the 'éta-'be of Aashingbon on Septerber 12, 1941, when
evidence wes adduosd by interested paviies, and ell such parties desiring
to be heard were fully heard; apd

WHEREAS it eppoars that the reising of the m‘bﬁral water level at
the Intermaticnsl bowdary by 130 feet would result in the f’loectmg of
agproximately 5476 acres of land in the Province of Sritish célmxbi@,
Canada, the title to epproximntely 4835 ameres therdof beins helad by the

gaid Provinees and



WHEREAS offilcial vepresentatives of the Provimes of British Columbla
sppesrad before the Comuission at the aforementioned Seattle hearing sad
steted thet the Frovince wau_‘&é interpose no objection to apprevel of the
pplieablon by the C ouml s Jom,. prmri&e& the Cummission shall requ&w the
ity of Seattle raaambl} and snpropristely ‘to gonpensate the Pm'ima;.
end any other Canndien interests effected, Por suck demsge to lands in
Cenads ug may result from the raising of the neturel water level of the

Scapit Xiver at snd ebove the inteymetional bowndery.

¥OW THEREFORE THIS COMMISSION DOTN ORDER mmk}:mm thet the sasd
Applicetion of the City of Semitle for authority to raise, by stages,
the nstursl water level of the Skagit River st the internetionsl boundery
to elevation 1728 feet above mwan sea lovsl, be epproved mud it im

herslyy epproved, sabject to the following conditiones

1. The City of Sesbtle shall sdequetely vorpensate the Province
of Britisi: Coluwhie, and any Cencdien private inberests thet nay be
affented, for apy damape caused fm Fritvish Colwmbie as the result of
wry imoresss in the nétuml wetor levels of the Buaprit River at and
shove the internationmal boundary; provided that the Foss lanm
ghall not be vaised beyond the keight et whieh the water lzpounded
Wy it would resck British Colwbla usless and until e binding ug:reémmt
hue been emtersd into betwoen the City of Seattle and the Government of

British Colwrble previding for Indemnifylng British Columbie and
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private interests in British Columbia for any injury thet ney be

sustained by reacon of the City's operetions on the Skagit Rivers. _

2. The Camission expressly reserves ite powers under the
vai‘weaa»id Treaty i'u-rthq&j ,};a mmisse j#risﬁietiéﬁ over effects on
the natural wn%a-r Ievel'sj‘jf;t and sbove the international bowndary,
and to amend this 'Q‘rdeﬁ ar '13-3110" additional Orders for the protection
~aud Indennificetlon of the Frovinoe of British (olumbiam, or any
affected privete inberests in c-aiaa&a, thet m@ be found by the.
Commispion to have sustained damape by reason of any vi@luﬂml

of the terms of this Ordery Provided, that say such Purther Urder
shall be lssued only efter tho Cormission ehell heve recelved and
congidered a formel Application filed by the apgrieved party in
socordsnve with the Commission's Mules of Procedure, end afber due
notice has been given end gpportunity for hearing afforded to all

interested parties in the United States urd TCaneds.

B, The Comission ahsll eppoint an Enginsering Board, to be
Inoun ae the Internatiomal Skegit River Ecard of Comtrol, to comsist
of two menders, one to be drawn from the engineering services of the
Tnited Stetes and the othsr fros the enginesring servioss of Cenade.
1% shall be the duby of the Board to st es technieal advigors to

the Conmission and to meke such technicel reports with respect to
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