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FOR THE PRESS 

The Governments of the United States and Canada have 
agreed upon Terms of Reference which.were transmitted today 
to. the United States and Canadian Sections. of the Interna- 
tional Joint Commission requesting them to investigate 
complaints that vessels passing through the Detroit River 
and shore installations along the boundary aiqe polluting 
the air in cities in the United States and in Canada by 
tht? discharge of smoke, soot and fly ash in quantities 
sufficient to be detrimental to the public health, safety 
and general welfare of the citizens. 

The Reference, which is made under the provisions of 
Article IX of the Boundary Waters Treaty signed January 11, 
1909, asks the Commission to conduct inquiries and to 
report to the two Governments upon certain questions, and 
calls for recommendations as to remedial or preventive works 
which may be considered necessary to prevent pollution of 
the air in the vicinity of the international boundary. 

.. 

The text of the.letter submitting the Reference to the 
United States Section of the International Joint Commis- 
sion reads as follows: 

January 12, 1949 I I  

"United States Section, 
,Internat ional Joint Commis s ion, . I 1  

",Washington 25, D. C. ! 

Sirs: I I  

I have the honor to inform you that representations 
have been made to the Govebnments of.the United States and 
Canada to the effect that he a9r in the vlcinity of the 
cities of Detroit and Wind or on both sides of the inter- 
national boundary.in.tlie a ! ea of the Detroit River, is 
being polluted by the discharge of smoke, soot and fly 
ash, in quantities sufficient to be detrimental to the 
public health, safety and general welfare of the citizens 
of both countries in this areil. It has furthe?? been 
represented to the two Governments that vessels passing 
through the Detroit River are a source of this pollu- 
tion. Pursuant to the provisions of Article IX of' the 
Boundary Waters Treaty, signed January llth, 1909, the 
two Governments have agreed to a joint reference of this 
matter to t h e  International Joint Commission. The 
Commission is raquested to enquire into, and to report 
to the two Governments upon, the following questions: 
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1, .Is.. t h e  -a i r  oeer,  and i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t he  11 

cbt ' ie$ 6f Detrott.%nd Windsor,' on e i t h e r  s ide  of . .  
t h e  Xhternati.ona1 ,. .b,e'ing. .po l lu ted  by'., smoke, : . .  . 
s o o t  J '  ;.fay ash ,. 
det'rimentaL ,$,b 
welfare of . the  -or t o  property i n t e r e s t s  
on e i t h e r  s i d e  

" 2  . I? ..the 1 f,.&eg est]ion., 'or any $art..thek.eljf, . 
i s  ,ansvceysd i n  th mative, t o  wha6, ex ten t  a r e  .:: 
v e s s e l s " , p l y i n g ' t d  s' of t h e  Detroi't 'River, o r  .' ' :  

any o f  them,' c o r d t i  
o the r  major fact .0 , r e spons ib l e  and to 'what . I .  

e x t en t?  

"3'. ' If  the Coqmi.ssion, shou1d"find t h a t  ves se l s  ,plying 
t h e  water% bf ' the 'Dkt,&oit  River,  ;or'any of them, a r e  
respons ib le  f o r  a i r  po '? lut ion ' to  an exkent d e t r i -  - . . 
mental t o  t h e  publ ic  hea l th ,  s a f e t y  or general  welfare 
of the cit'ize,ns',, .or 'do t h e  proper ty  ' i n t e r e s t s  'on 
e i t h e r  s i d e  of., t h e  i n t g r p a t i o n a l  boundary- l i n e ,  

(a,} what prevent'iye o r  remedial measures would, i n  
i t s  judgment, be m o s t ' p r a c t i c a l  f rom the'ecorjbmic, 
s a n i t a r y  and other 'poir$s  of view? ' 

rnpur2+.$eq ,.;;'in xpantit'i 'es.:ii , ,  

d.kheaith,. ',s'a,feCy -or.-  general  

he.':"intepfiat-j'onal 'bou&apy l i n e ?  
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ing t o  + h ~ s  pol lu t ion ;  wkiat 
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( b )  what would be the..,probable c o s t  'of  Bukh measures? .:,; 

( c )  by whom should' cos t  be borne? 
:. . . . . . . .  

I t  

"For the .purpose  of a s s i s t i n g  the  Commission i n  making 
t h e  inves t iga t ions  and recommen0at'i.ons probided f oP" i n  t h i s .  
re fe rence ,  ' the two Governments) ,upon $eques.t ,-'- w i l l . .  make. 
a v a i l a b l e  to t h e  Commission the.  s e rv i ces  &f "ehg3,neers and 
o ther  s p e c i a l l y  qua l i f  Led personnel of t h e i r  r e spec t ive  
Governments, and such information and t echn ice l  data as may". 
have .bsee.n acquired by. such.,Governments, or as may be acquired 
by t h k m  during' the. c9urs.e :of.' th.6 inv6s' t igation; i ! 

The. . C om:i s s, 5:on 
mend&ioris' 5.0. th,e ,t.w 
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buJld- submifv"' cit.9- " ' : repor t '  ' ' and .recorn- 
soon '  es"prac:t icable.  b.Gki$hejit s:. als 
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