
Secretary 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

CANADA 

Ottawa, March 10,  1955. 

Dear G e n e r a l  McNaughton: 

I r e f e r  t o  your l e t t e r  of F e b r u a r y  23, 1955 
on t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  f o r m u l a t i o n  of a r e v i s e d  Method 
of R e g u l a t i o n  under  t h e  Order  of Approval  of 
October  29, 1952. On b e h a l f  of t h e  Commission, you 
r e q u e s t  a d v i c e  a s  t o  whether  t h e  proposed  s e r i e s  of 
a c t i o n s  o u t l i n e d  i n  p a r a g r a p h s  numbered '(1) t o  (4)  
of your l e t t e r  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  a s a t i s f a c t o r y  
p r o c e d u r e .  I .am happy t o  inform you t h a t  t h e  
p rocedure  o u t l i n e d  i n  t h e s e  p a r a g r a p h s  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  
s a t i s f a c t o r y  b y  t h e  Government of Canada. 

I n  do ing  s o  1 . w o u l d  p o i n t  o u t ,  however, t h a t  
i f  t h e  t i m e t a b l e  s u g g e s t e d  i n  your l e t t e r  i s  n o t  
met, s e r i o u s  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i l l  b e  e n c o u n t e r e d  b y  
t h e  S t .  Lawrence R i v e r  J o i n t  Board of E n g i n e e r s  
i n  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  p l a n s ,  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  
and programmes of c o n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  t h e  c h a n n e l  
e n l a r g e m e n t s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  power w o r k s  of t h e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Rap ids  S e c t i o n  o f  t h e  r i v e r .  T h b  
r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s ,  amongst o t h e r s ,  i s  t h a t  t h e  
Canadian programme of c o n s t r u c t i o n  of c h a n n e l  
e n l a r g e m e n t s  c o n t e m p l a t e s  t h a t  c o n t r a c t s  for much 
o f  t h a t  work  w i l l  b e  l e t  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  
t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  s e a s o n  of 1955. 

The second p o i n t  t h a t  c a u s e s  some conce rn  
i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  minimum w a t e r  s u r f a c e  p r o f i l e  
i n  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Rap ids  S e c t i o n  t o  which t h e  
c o n t r o l l i n g  n a v i g a t i o n  c h a n n e l  d e p t h  of 27 f e e t  
must b e  r e l a t e d ,  w i l l  b e  d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  
r a n g e  w i t h i n  which t h e  l e v e l s  o f  Lake O n t a r i o  a r e  
t o  b e  m a i n t a i n e d  under  t h e  f i n a l  method of c o n t r o l  
which w i l l  b e  adop ted  upon t h e  recomrnendatlon of  
t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  J o i n t  Commission. 

Gene ra l  t h e  Honourable  A . G . L .  McNaughton, 
Chairman, Canadian S e c t i o n ,  ccs Chairman 

I n t  e r n a t  i ona 1 J o i n t  C omm i s s ion ,  Mr Spence 
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I n  o r d e r  t o  a v o i d  d e l a y s  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
s c h e d u l e s ,  it w i l l  b e  obvious  t o  you t h a t  n o t  o n l y  
s h o u l d  t h e  Commission's programme b e  adhe red  t o  
b u t  t h a t ,  a f t e r  March 15, 1955, t h e  Canadian  
S e c t i o n  of t h e  S t .  Lawrence R i v e r  J o i n t  Board of 
E n g i n e e r s  must p roceed  on t h e  b a s i s  t h a t  t h e  
Commission's t e n t a t i v e  c o n c l u s i o n s  a s  t o  t h e  r a n g e  
of s t a g e  f o r  Lake O n t a r i o  a r e  f i r m  a s  t o  t h e  minimum 
l i m i t  of t h a t  r a n g e .  T h i s  i s  e s s e n t i a l  i f  t h e  
Board of E n g i n e e r s  i s  t o  b e  e n a b l e d  t o  r e l a t e  
p l a n s ,  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  and programmes t o  a minimum 
w a t e r  s u r f a c e  p r o f i l e  i n  s u f f i c i e n t  t i m e  t o  t a k e  
advantage  of t h e  p r e s e n t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  s e a s o n .  

Yours v e r y  s i n c e r e l y ,  

( s i g n e d )  L. B ,  P e a r s o n  


