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kXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
CANADA 

Dear mdam: 

In order t o  deternine, having regard t o  a l l  
other i n t e re s t s ,  whether masure8 o m  be taken t o  
regulate the l e v e l  of La@ Ontario for the benefi t  
of property owners on the Shores of the lake i n  the 
United States and Canadaho as t o  reduoe the extremes 
of stage whicth have been 'experienced, the Governments 
of the United S ta t e s  and Canada have agreeQ t o  r e fe r  
the matter t;o the Internat ional  Joint Commission f o r  
investigation and report  pureruant t o  d r t i o l e  
Treaty relating t o  boundary waters between the United 
S ta t e s  and Canada, signed January 11, 1909, 
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It is  desired tha t  the Conmisaion study the 
various faotora whieh a f f ec t  the iluctuationhl of water 
l eve l  on Lake Ontario, inoluding the eonstruetion i n  
the St, Uwrenoe River known as *Gut Damn, and any 
diversion of water into or out  of the Great Lakes basin, 
and shall determine whether i n  I t a  Judgement aation can 
be taken by e i the r  o r  both Governments t o  bring about 
a more bsnefiaial range of stage, having regard t o  the 
proposed p lan  f o r  improvement for navigation and power 
of the Internat ional  Rapid8 Seetion of the St. Lawrenee 
River and the, proposedl method of- regulation of the 
leve ls  of Lake Ontario which is an essen t i a l  feature of 
tha t  plan, 
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4 As a r e s u l t  of i t s  studies under t h i s  Reference, 
it i s  desired tha t  the Commission shall determine 
whether, i n  i t s  judgernant, ohanges i n  regard t o  existing 
works OP other  measures would be praot ioable  and i n  the 
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publia i n t e re s t  from the pointsof view of the two 
Governments, having in mind the order of precedence 
t o  be observed i n  the  uses of boundary waters as 
provided i n  Ar t ic le  VI11 of the Boundary Waters 
Treaty of 1909. 

In the  event %hat the Comnission’should f ind  
that ahanges in exis t ing works o r  that other meaaares 
would be feasible  and desirable, it should indieate how 
t he  in-berests on e i the r  s ide  of t h e  boundary would be 
benefited o r  adversely affeated thereby. The Colrnnission 
should es t ina te  the  aost of  suah ahanges in exis t ing 
works o r  of such other meaanres, inoluding indemif iea t ion  
for damage t o  publis and.pr ivate  property ari’sing there- 
from and the m s t  of anyyremedial Work8 thaO may be found 
t o  be neeessary. With a& regard t o  the f ina l  paragraph 
of this referenoe an8 t o  the arrangemnts presentily being 
propose8 f o r  tha develspmmnt of gower i n  the International 
IWpiBs Seetion of the St. Lawrence River, the Commission 
should indicate how the cost  of any measures and the laaaoants 
of any restnlting d-ge should be apportioned between the 
i n t e r e s t s  involved. 

d’ 

i 

In the  aonduct of ita investigalAon and otherwise 
i n  the perfomance of i t s  duties =der t h i s  Referenoe, 
the Commission may u t i l i z e  the aerviees of engineers and 
other speeially qual i f ied personnel of th@ teohnioal 
ageneies of Canada and the United S ta t e s  and ail1 as far 
as psssible,make use of information and tcsohnical data 
heretofore acquired by snoh technisal  agenoifas o r  which 
may beoome available during the eourse of the investigation, 
thus avoiding dupliaation of e f f o r t  and unntseessary expense. 

t i o n  of t h i s  Reference shall not delay aet ion by the 
Commission with reapeat t o  applications submitted to the 
Commission eoneerning the development of power i n  the 
Internat ional  Rapids Seotion of the  St. Lawrence River. 
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L’ It is the  dersire of both Governments thaB considera- 

Re spe o t f tally submitted . 

Secretary of Sta te  
f o r  External Affairs. 


