
Ottawa, May 30, 1959. 

Bear Madam! 

I have the honour f o  advise you tha t  the 
Governments of the United States and Canada have 
been informed tkat  the waters of the Rainy R i v e r  and 
the Lake OF the Woods a re  befng  p a l l u t e d  by sewage 
and industrial wastes emptied i n t o  theere watersa 
Having in ndnd the p r o v i s i o n s  of Artfcle IV of the 
Boundary Waters T m e t y  afgned Januarg 11, 1909, t h t  
boundasg waters and waters f l o w &  acpoaa the bounday 
shall not be po l lu t6d  on e i t h e r  sXde t o  the Injury or 
hlsalth or property on the o the r  sfde, the two Govern -  
nts have agreed upon a j o h t  Reference of the matter 

to the International J o i n t  Commlssian, pwsuant t o  the 
provleions of A r t i c l e  IX of s a i d  Treaty.  The Cornier- 
aion ina ssquested to Lnqubre into and to report t o  the 
two Governments upon the, followfng queetiane t 

Are the waters referred to in the pre- 
ceding paragraph, or .any of t h e m ,  a c t u a l l y  
being pol luted on e i the r  s i d e  of' t h e  
boundary t o  the injury of health or 
property on the o t h e r  sfde of the boundary? 

If the foregoing question is amwered in 
the a r ' f i r w A v e ,  to w h a t  extent, by what 
causes, and In *at l o c d i t f e a  is such 
pol lu t ion  tak2ng glace? 

1 1  

2) 



- 2 -  

3) If the Commission shou ld  f i n d  that  
p o l l u t i o n  cf t he  character  j u s t  rwferretd 
t o  i s  t a k i x  p l ace ,  what masures for 
remedying the s i t u a t i o n  would, in i t s  
judgment, be m o s t ;  p rac t icable  from the  
econoaic, sanitary and other points of 
view? 

If the  CommPssion &ould rind that  the 
cumtmctfm o r  mintenanbe o f  remedial 
or prbsventive works I s  neceaaary to 
r8ndeP the water8 sanitary and suitable 
for d o n a s t i c  and other  uses, it diould 
Indicate mtuTo8, loca t ion ,  and extent 
of such works, &nd the probable c o a t  
thereof, and by whom and i n  w h a t  propwt ions  
mch c o s t  should be borne. 

For the purpose of assisting the Commfrss%cm 
In making the inveatfgatTon and recommendations pro- 
Bided f o r  i n  this  Reference, the two Governmenter w i l l ,  
upon r(tbqUelgt, mke avai lab le  to the Cormnfslaion the 
aervfcss of engineera and o t h e r  spec ia l ly  q u d l f f e a  
gsraonnel of t he i r  govermmntal agancles, and such 
i n f o m a t i o n  and t echn ica l  data a3 may have becan olcqulked 
by such agencies cr as may be acquired by them during 
the C O U P ~ J ~  of the investigatfon. 

The ComPniaaion shauld submit I t a  report  and 
rscommendationer t o  the two Governmnta as aoon 8 8  
psacticabls .  

Prim Miniater and 
Acting Secretary of S t a t e  

for External Affairs 
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