Tlye Beceetarp of State for Externul Affsirs
i Canada

Ottawa, September 23, 1966,

Dear Mr, Chance,

ks a result of expanding industrisl and other activities along the
international boundary of the United States and Canada, the Governments of
both countries have been incressingly aware of the preblem of air pollution
affecting citizens and property interests on either side of the boundary.
In particular, Govermments have received representations that oitigens and’
property in.the vicinities of Detrolt-Windsor and Port Huron-Sarnia are being
subjected to detrimental quantities of air pollutants croseing the boundary.

The problem of alr psllution in the vieinity of the cities of Windsor
and Detroit was the subject of a Joint Reference to the Commission dated
January 12, 1949, The Commissicn was requested to repert whether the air over,
or in the vicinity of, Detroit and Windsor was being polluted by smoke, soot,
fly ash or other impurities in quantities detrimental to the public health,
safety or general welfare of citizens or pfoperty on either side of the boundery.
In the event of an affirmative answer, the Commission was asked to indicate
the extent te which vessels plying the waters of the Detroit River were
contributing to this pollution and what other major factors were responsible
.and to what extent,

The Commigsion, in its final report to Governments of May 1960, reﬁlied
in the affirmative to the first question and listed various industrial, domestic
and transportation activities on land as being largely responsible. In accord-
ance with the temms ‘of the sald Referencs, however, the Commlssion did not
formalate any recommendations with regard to these major factors, its recommend-
ations being limited to vessels plying the Detroit River,

In view of the seriousness of the problem of air pollution in the
vicinity of Port Huron-Sarnia and Detroilt-MWindsor, beth Govermments have agreed
to refer this matter to thé International Joint Commission, pursuant to Article
IX of the Boundary Waters Treaty of 1909. The Commission is therefore requested
to inquire into and report to the two Governments upon the following questions:

(1) 1Is the air over and in the vicinity of Port Huron-Sarnia and Detroit-Windsor
being polluted on either side of the international boundary by quantities
of air contaminants that are detrimental to the public health, safety or

general welfare of citizens or property on the other side of the international
boundary?
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(2) If the foregeing question or any part thereof is answered in the affirmative,
vhat sources are oontributing to this pellution and to what extent?

(3)(a) If the Commission should find that any sources on either side of the
bowsdary in the vicinity of Port Huron-Ssrmia and Detroit-Windser
eontribute te air pellution on the other side of the boundary to an
extent detrimental to the publie health, safety or general welfars of
citizens or preperty, what preventive or remedial measurees would be
most practical from economlo, sanitary and other peints of view?

(b) The Commission ehould give an indication of the probsbles total cost
of implementing the measures recommended.

In the 1ight of the findings contained in thd Commission's report of
May 1960, the Commission, in conducting its investigations under this Reference
is requested to give initial attention to the Detroit-Windsor area and, to
submit ite report and recommendstions on this problem to the two govermments as
soon as pessible.

The Commission is also requested to take note of air pellution
problems in boundary areas other than those referred to in Question Y which may
come to 1t attention from any source, .If at any time the Commission considers
it appropriate to do so, the Commiseion i® invited to draw such problems to
the attention of both Govermments, -

For the purposs of assisting the Commission in making the investigations
and recommendations previded for in this Reference, the two Governments, upon
request, will make availsble to the Commission the services of englneers and
ether speclally qualified personnel of theipr respeetive Governments, and such
information and technical data as may have been sequired by such Govermments
or &s may be asquired by them during the course of investigation. '

Tours sincerely,
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