
Ottawa, September .23, 1966. 

Dear Mr. Chance, 

Ae a result  of expending industrial  and o t b r  activit&s along the 
international boundary of the United States and Canada, the Oovements o f  
both countries have been Fnoreadngly aware of the problem of alr pollution 
affecting citizens an3 property interests on ei ther  side of the boundary. 
In  particular, Governments have received representations .that ait iaens and. 
property in the vicinit ies of Detmit-Wndsor kni Port  B u r o n - w e  are baing 
mbjected t o  detrimental quantities of air pollutants crossing the boucdarg.. 

and Detroit wan t h e  subject of a Joint Reference t o  the Commission dated 
January 12, 1949, 
or i n  the vicinity of, Detroit and Windsor was being polluted by anoke, root, 
f 4  ash o r  other impuritias i n  quantities detrimental to the  public health, 
Sriety or general welfare of cit iaens or pmperty on ei ther  side of the boundary, 
In the event of an affirmative answer, the . -@dseien  was asked t o  indicate 
the extant t a  which veseele plslng the waters of the Detroit River were 
contributing t o  t h i s  pollution and what other major factors were responsible 
and t o  what axtent. 

in the Sifinnative t o  t h e  flrst question and l i s t e d  various industrial, domestic 
and trsnsportatdon act ivi t ies  on land as being largeb responaible. In  aocol'd- 
mcs with the terms of the said Reference, however, the Cornmiasion did not 
fmuulate pny rewarnendations with regard t o  these major f W h - 8 ,  i t s  recommerrd- 
ations being limited to  veeseb plying the Detroit River. 

Vicidty of Port Humn--a and Detroit-Mndsor, both Governments havc agreed 
t o  refer thie matter t o  the International Joint Connaiesion, pursuant to Article 
IX of the Boundary Waters Treaty of 1909. 
t o  inquire into and report to the tu0 Governmsnts upon the following questions: 

(1) Is t he  a i r  over and i n  the vicinity of Port  Huron-SamLa and Detroit-Undsor 
being polluted on either side of the international boundary by quantities 
of a h  contaminants that  axe detrimental t o  the public health, safety or 
general welfare of citisene or property OR the other  side of the htmnat iond .  
beundarg? 

The problem of air p l l u t i o n  in the vicinity of the cities of Wlrrdsor 

The Conunisrion was rewested t o  reprt whether the air over, 

The Commission, in its flnal report t o  Governments of Mey 1960, replied 

In view of the seriousnee6 of the problem o f  a i r  pollution in the 

The Commission i s  therefore requested 

.... 2 



- 
. 4. . - -- '... ' . * ... 

I .. . 
- 2 -  

..' 

(2) Xf the foregeing queaticm or 8qg par t  therear i s  anawered in the affixmatire, 
what 8ources are  oontributing t o  this pl lut ion and to mhat extent? 

(3)(a) If the Cormnisei~~ should find that any souroe8 on oither aide of tho 
bodary  in the vicinity of Porb Huron-Wa and Dstroit-Wndeor 
eontribute t o  air pollution on the other ride of the boundesg. ta an 
exbent detrimental t o  the public health, safety or  general welfare ef 
oitiesns or preperty, nhat preventive or remedid m~~suree wuld bo 
mest  prsetiod fmm e c o d o ,  eanitarg and other psiate o f  view? 

(b) !&e Colnairrion should give an Indieattola the pmbtble total cotst 
of implemnting the measures rooo~m~ded.  

Sn the  light of the findings contained i n  thd bnmdieionts mprt of 
Hey 1960, the Commission, in aondu&ing its lnveatigationa under this Reference 
is requested t o  avo initial attention to the Detroit-lfhdsor area and8 to 
a t a n i t  i t r  report and re-ndationa on this problemto t h e  t m  governments as 
man an perrible. 

problem in boundq m o a  othor than tho- m r e m d  t o  in  Question 1 wbich mey 
ooms to i t s  attention f r o m  any eouree. 
it appropriate t o  do SQ, the Oonmdadon i?s invited t o  draw much problanr to 
the  attetrfon of both O O T e m d a ,  

and recmmndatione provided fo r  i n  this Reference, the t ro  a o v e m n t s ,  ripon 
request, rdll marks 8-b to the G o d s s f e n  the eemices of engineers and 
ether rpeoial3y qwUiied poreomel of t h e i r  rerpeetive Qovernaents, a d  such 
infomation and toehdml. &to an may hare been a m r o d  by EU& Oovernesnfs 
or 8s may be raqutred by them during the oour80 o f  investtigation. 

The Cotaoiasion i s  a l s o  requested *o take note of s i r  pollution 

.Zf at soy time the k r d s d o n  conoidora 
r ,  

For the purpose of assisting the  bmdrsian in making the ixlpeetiggtisns 

Yowr oincerely, 

. .  




