Is It Safe To Eat The Fish Here?

Toward a protocol for multinational fish consumption advisories

 The International Joint Commission (1JC) helps Canada and the United States prevent and resolve issues
over shared waters on 5,525 miles of boundary, including the Great Lakes.

+ Fish consumption advisories provide guidance on the safe consumption of fish. But conflicting advice
across different authorities and governments can create confusion for communities in multinational areas.

+ The 1JC’s Health Professionals Advisory Board is developing a protocol to guide the coordination of
multinational fish consumption advisories that consider both the benefits and risks of consumption, as
well as biological and cultural considerations.

Considering Community Context of Consumption

Improving multinational coordination and communication of fish consumption advisories

Fish are a major resource for residents around the Great Lakes,
particularly for Indigenous Peoples. However, contamination from
environmental pollution in fish can lead to negative health impacts if
consumed. Fish consumption advisories provide guidance on the safe
consumption of certain species of fish in a designated area.

Some areas, like communities along the Canada-United States border,
may span multiple federal and regional jurisdictions. Fish consumption
advisories for the same area can vary by jurisdiction, causing confusion
for public health communication and compliance, as well as challenges
for environmental management.

Fish consumption advisories often only consider the risks associated
with consuming a single contaminant. There are multiple human health
factors associated with consuming fish, including nutritional benefits, e ,
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as part of current fish consumption advisories.

Where will this work impact?

More than a century of cooperation protecting shared waters
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Toward a Protocol for Multinational Fish Consumption Advisories
Health Professionals Advisory Board

Developing a protocol for fish consumption advisories
About the Project

The IJC Health Professionals Advisory Board worked closely with the community of the Mohawk Council of
Akwesasne. The project working Toward a Protocol for Multinational Fish Consumption Advisories aims to:

+ Develop common approaches to frame fish consumption advisories
that consider various factors and address the concerns of fishers and Scan fo More
Indigenous Peoples that consume fish from the region in and near the St. about 1 Project
Lawrence River Area of Concern,

« Serve as a case study for the development of consistent fish consumption
advisories between Canada, the United States, and Indigenous nations for
the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence River region, and

+ Recommend examples of communication messages that support
collaborative fish consumption advisory frameworks for other regions in
the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence River watershed.

The Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement

The Health Professionals Advisory Board assists the 1JC in its responsibility assessing and taking action on
objectives that allow for human consumption of fish and wildlife unrestricted by concerns due to harmful
pollutants. This project aims to communicate information critical to sustaining the fisheries and the
continued ability of Great Lakes communities to consume fish harvested from Great Lakes and St. Lawrence
River waters.

About the International Joint Commission

The IJC was established in 1909 under the Boundary Waters Treaty to help Canada and the United States
prevent and resolve disputes over shared waters. The IJC’s responsibilities include reporting on progress
made by the governments under the 2012 Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement. The Health Professionals
Advisory Board assists the IJC and its boards by providing advice on clinical and public health issues
related to the transboundary environment.

Contact the 1JC about this project: rajesh.bejankiwar@ijc.org
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