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Where will this work impact?

Scan the code to learn 
more about how you can 
share your experience 
with the IJC HPAB

Share your insights with the IJC’s Health Professionals Advisory Board (HPAB)

The IJC established the Health Professionals Advisory Board in 1995 to provide advice about current and 
emergent clinical and public health issues related to transboundary environmental health, including air 
and water quality. The board contributes to improving the effectiveness of communicating transboundary 
environmental health knowledge and information.

One of the IJC Health Professionals Advisory Board’s responsibilities is to translate 
research about human health issues associated with Great Lakes water quality.

The board seeks to improve the effectiveness of its science translation and 
communication efforts with audiences it has not yet successfully reached, 
including communities most impacted by social determinants of health.

With its Translating Great Lakes Environmental and Health Science for 
Communities project, the board seeks to improve its science translation by 
learning from individuals and organizations with experience in topics such as:
•	 Fishing, fish consumption advisories and toxics,
•	 Impacts of climate change on the Great Lakes, coastal communities and human health, and/or
•	 Other water relevant topics relevant to communities most impacted by social determinants of health.

•	 The International Joint Commission (IJC) helps Canada and the United States prevent and resolve issues 
over shared waters on 5,525 miles of boundary, including the Great Lakes.

•	 Great Lakes water quality has a major influence on the health of communities around the region.
•	 The IJC’s Health Professionals Advisory Board invites individuals and organizations to share lessons 

and best practices for Translating Great Lakes Environmental and Health Science for Communities most 
impacted by social determinants of health.

An Informative Exchange About Science Communication

Translating Great Lakes Environmental and Health Science for Communities
From Water Quality Facts to Healthy Acts
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support a 
US$6 trillion (CAD$7.5 

trillion) regional economy

contain roughly 
20 percent of the world’s 

fresh surface water

The Great Lakes ... 

are a source of 
drinking water for 
36 million people 

are home to 
4,000 species of 

plants and animals  

What is Knowledge Translation?

Like translating a foreign language into a familiar one, knowledge translation is a process of 
communicating complex information so that it can be easily understood and acted upon. The Canadian 
Institutes of Health Research defines knowledge translation as a “dynamic and iterative process that 
includes synthesis, dissemination, exchange, and application of knowledge to improve health outcomes, 
deliver effective health services and products, and strengthen healthcare systems.”

What are social determinants of health?

Social determinants of health are the conditions in people’s 
environments that affect health, functioning, and quality-of-life 
outcomes and risks. Factors include education access and quality, 
economic stability, social and community context, neighborhood 
and the built environment, and health care access and quality.

What are the outcomes of this project?

The board is reviewing literature about effective knowledge 
translation and conducting engagements to learn more about 
ways to improve its reach and communications to new audiences. 
The board will apply what it learns in future efforts.

About the International Joint Commission (IJC) 

The IJC was established in 1909 under the Boundary Waters Treaty to help Canada and the 
United States prevent and resolve disputes over shared waters. The IJC’s responsibilities 
include reporting on progress made by the governments under the 2012 Great Lakes Water 
Quality Agreement. The Health Professionals Advisory Board provides the IJC, its other boards, 
and the public with advice and recommendations about environmental health topics that 
affect the communities in watersheds spanning the Canada-United States boundary.

Contact about this project: meganmcl@umich.edu and allison.voglesong-zejnati@ijc.org

Translating Great Lakes Environmental Health Science for Communities
IJC Health Professionals Advisory Board
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