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Osoyoos International Watershed Board

Feasibility Study
| e -

In 2025, the International Joint Commission (1JC) established a working group

of local representatives and government officials to study the current status of

water management in the Osoyoos Lake region. This working group is conducting

afeasibility study to assess whether a new international watershed board could

be beneficial for the region. Through conversations with organizations and people

" inthe basin, the study will determine what benefits a new watershed board could

-

provide and make recommendations on what a potential watershed board in the
Osoyoos Lake region could look like and the issues it could help address.
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Osoyoos Lake - (Adobe Stock Photo)

What are IJC International Watershed — Osoyoos International
Boards? 2025 - | Watershed Feasibility Study
2027 Timeline

International Watershed Boards (IWBs) are an
approach to resolving transboundary water
issues. They are grounded in the belief that local . @
communities, given appropriate assistance, are best - °

placed to achieve solutions. IWBs take a holistic ,

approach, recognizing that ecosystems function
as whole entities and should be managed as such;

Start of Summer 2025 to
Feasibility Study Spring 2026

°
considering water quality, water quantity and aquatic ° .
ecosystem health and how they can interact and Q ® Seekinputfrom
impact one another. ° communities,

® Indigenous Nations,
This more holistic approach ensures broad — . organizations,
engagement and solutions that are tailored to interested groups,
meet local needs, while also reducing duplication BT e public etc.
by making the best use of existing resources. periodondraft  ®

°

Watershed boards typically include local report
membership and Indigenous participation in —
addition to government agency representatives and o

Submit final report and

technical experts. -
recommendations to the
IJC for consideration



The Current International Osoyoos
Lake Board of Control (IOLBC)

The International Osoyoos Lake Board of
Control (IOLBC) was established in 1946 by
an Order of Approval from the IJC, regulating
the operation of Osoyoos Lake levels by
Zosel Dam. The IOLBC's role is to ensure that
all the conditions listed in the Order (and all
supplemental Orders) are met. The IOLBC
takes into account flows at different times
of the year and drought conditions that

may impact Okanag(o)an and Similkameen
watersheds in its decision making for

the operation of Zosel Dam. Learn more
about the IOLBC at International Osoyoos
Lake Board of Control | International Joint
Commission.

Potential International
Watershed Board

Water quantity, water quality\
and environmental
issues. Takes a
holistic approach,
considering factors
affecting the lake in
both the U.S. and

Control Board vs
Water quantity
issues for Osoyoos DUuUTIES
Lake.
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Examples include deciding
appropriate water

levels; issuing

drought declarations

and removals; and

hosting meetings and

ACTIVITIES

K Canady

Wide ranging, can includ)
planning usage of
water resources,
sharing data and
research,
coordinating
conservation efforts,

publishing reports to ©
inform the public.

Equal number of
members appointed by
the U.S. and Canada.

\ combating pollution; etc)

Board with equal number (;

members appointed by
the U.S. and Canada.

Includes technical MEMBERSHIP Includes technical
experts and experts, members of
sometimes members the public and
of the public. ¢ \ Indigenous participants.
W4~ - Feelfreetoreach outwith any questions:

commission®@ijc.org

Examples of
Watershed Boards
and their activities:
International Rainy-

Lake of the Woods
Watershed Board

International
St. Croix River
Watershed Board

Want to know more?

Please see the |IJC website
for more information at

Ijc.org.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/2f332db7863b410f8249adeecc267f67#ref-n-6Z4yhr
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/2f332db7863b410f8249adeecc267f67#ref-n-6Z4yhr
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/2f332db7863b410f8249adeecc267f67#ref-n-6Z4yhr
http://ijc.org
https://ijc.org/en/olbc
https://ijc.org/en/olbc
https://ijc.org/en/olbc
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/2f332db7863b410f8249adeecc267f67#ref-n-HHkAi5
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/2f332db7863b410f8249adeecc267f67#ref-n-HHkAi5
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/2f332db7863b410f8249adeecc267f67#ref-n-HHkAi5

