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TuesDAY OcTOBER 7™, 2025 (DAY 1)

Opening the meeting in a good way | Conversations about local efforts to protect water quality

The WQB hosted an engagement event at the Ojibway Nature Center in Windsor, ON. The meeting was opened
in a good way with a welcome by Chief Nikki van Oirschot of Caldwell First Nation, followed by a traditional
opening ceremony by Stacey Nahdee, Cultural Practitioner from Walpole Island First Nation. The WQB Co-
Chairs expressed their thanks and gratitude for the opportunity to gather on their traditional territory and for
sharing their ceremony, stories and words of welcome and guidance.

Several dignitaries from the Windsor-Essex area provided remarks highlighting the connectedness of water, and
the subsequent responsibility shared among all communities in the area to protect the waters, including Mayor
of Lasalle, Crystal Meloche; City of Windsor Councillor Jim Morrison; and MPP Windsor-Tecumseh, Andrew
Dowie.

A series of guest speakers provided presentations on local efforts, successes and challenges in protecting
regional water quality including Dr. Catherine Febria (Healthy Watersheds Lab, University of Windsor); Dr. Katie
Stamler (Essex Region Conservation Authority) and Melanie Thomas (Caldwell First Nation); Kieran McKenzie
(City of Windsor Councillor); and Dr. Mike McKay (Great Lakes Institute for Environmental Research, University
of Windsor). Collectively, the invited presentations highlighted that shared responsibility for waters across
borders and communities is essential for Great Lakes health; relationship-building among partners and with the
land/water itself is necessary to create successful environmental stewardship; local action drives Great Lakes
change; and ongoing commitment to Indigenous knowledge-sharing, education, and multidisciplinary alliances
is needed to safeguard the Great Lakes for future generations.

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 8™, 2025 (DAY 2)

Business meeting

Action Items
1. Share the SAB Participatory Science report, when finalized, with the WQB for information.

2. A summary of member input on the proposed Article 8 initiative will be shared with members for
further input.

3. Work plans for identified projects will be developed and shared with members for review.

Welcome & Introductions

The Co-Chairs welcomed everyone to the 230" meeting of the board and participants introduced themselves.
Mark Burrows, WQB Secretary and Acting Director of the Great Lakes Regional Office, was recognized for his
upcoming retirement. He was thanked for his support of the WQB and many years of service and contribution
to the IJC. Antonette Arvai, IJC Great Lakes Regional Office, will take over as WQB Secretary.

Reflections on Day 1 Engagement Event

Participants shared personal experiences and insights from the event, emphasizing the importance of
meaningful Indigenous engagement and the role of Indigenous peoples in environmental conservation and
improvement. Members also reflected on the significance of learning from local communities, building
relationships, and ensuring that community voices influence policy development and incorporating Indigenous
science and diverse community perspectives into decision-making processes.

Presentation: Science Advisory Board’s Great Lakes Participatory Science Project
The board received a presentation from Dr. Chris Winslow (The Ohio Sea Grant and 1JC Great Lakes Science
Advisory Board-Research Coordination Committee US Co-Chair) on the progress of the SAB’s Participatory
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Science Project. The project recently completed Phase 2 of its work with the development of a Great Lakes
Participatory Science Guidebook, which provides guidance for volunteer scientists to enhance data collection
efforts so that end users can use participatory science data with confidence. The project also proposes the
creation of a Great Lakes data hub to support participatory science initiatives. It was also acknowledged that
participatory science efforts produce different levels of data quality and need to be coded/caveated
accordingly.

The report is near finalization and will be submitted to Commissioners for approval. The report will be shared
with the WQB once finalized.

Action Item: Share the SAB Participatory Science report, when finalized, with the WQB for information.

Presentation: Great Lakes Restoration and Revitalization

The WQB has been collaborating with the UN Regional Centre of Expertise on Education for Sustainable
Development (RCE Detroit-Windsor) on the board’s Great Lakes Restoration and Revitalization project and is
working to find a sustainable home for the effort after the board’s involvement ends. The project is intended to
develop practical steps and associated tools to assist communities in environmental restoration, through
enhanced community capacity, by broadening relationships and bolstering decision-making.

Dr. Donna Kashian (Wayne State University) and Ali Mokdad (University of Windsor) presented on the RCE
Detroit-Windsor, which promotes cross-border collaboration on UN Sustainable Development Goals (e.g.,
climate action, clean water), emphasizing the area’s strengths (biodiversity hotspot, Great Lakes) and challenges
(air/land/water pollution, low green space). The RCE can bridge silos (environment, economy, housing), support
long-term projects, and foster partnerships between universities, municipalities, Indigenous leaders, and
stakeholders in the Great Lakes region.

On November 20-21, 2025, the WQB will hold a workshop in conjunction with RCE Detroit — Windsor with a
diversity of attendees not typically engaged in environmental discussions. The WQB'’s project is expected to be
completed in spring 2026.

Update on WQB's Great Lakes Climate Adaptation Project

The board held a public webinar on September 23™ to introduce its Great Lakes Climate Adaptation Resource
Guide. The guide is intended to help small and medium sized Great Lakes communities use a common
framework to create their own climate change adaptation and resilience strategies. The webinar was attended
by approximately 300 participants from a variety of communities, agencies and organizations. Member Liz
Kirkwood also presented the guide at the United Tribes of Michigan event on October 16th in Petoskey, M.

The resource guide is currently a static document. The board has acknowledged the need to develop the guide
into a living document, such as a web-based resource, that can support a community of practice. The board
needs to find a partner to host and regularly update the document to accomplish these goals.

Presentation: Analysis of the Water Quality Board’s Fourth Great Lakes Regional Poll

The board received a presentation from Tiffany Cao (Toronto Metropolitan University), who undertook analysis
of the board’s Fourth Great Lakes Regional poll. Her research aims to understand what drives beachgoers to
seek water quality information before swimming. The analysis used data from the 2024 Great Lakes Regional
Poll, focusing on the frequency of water quality information seeking before swimming, using regression models
to assess associations with socio-demographic, geographic, and behavioral determinants. Results showed that
information seeking behavior varied by age, education, geography, and recreational activity and that such
determinants should be considered when developing and communicating beach water quality information.
Other factors that could potentially impact access to beach water quality information include sources of
information, immigration length, and first language spoken.

2026 Triennial Assessment of Progress (TAP) Update
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Staff provided an update on the 2026 TAP report development process. In early September, members received
a staff proposal document that outlined four potential focus themes for the 2026 TAP report, based on previous
input received from the IJC WQB, SAB and HPAB. In mid-September, the WQB discussed the proposed focus
themes. At the October WQB meeting, the TAP priorities were discussed again. WQB members expressed that
they would like to have fewer priorities for the TAP, so that they would be more impactful. The TAP WG,
comprised of the WQB, SAB and HPAB Co-Chairs, will meet on Oct. 9" to discuss each respective board’s
feedback on the proposed themes and identify those to advance for Commissioners’ consideration. The
identified themes will be presented during the joint board co-chairs appearance before Commissioners during
the 1JC’s fall semi-annual meeting.

Members also expressed, generally, an interest in knowing and potentially informing WQB appearance
discussions with Commissioners, as part of the 1JC’s semi-annual meetings.

WAQB Project Planning 2026-27

The board is exploring an initiative to broadly and strategically examine the role of the WQB under Article 8 of
the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement, by conducting an environmental scan to better understand and
enhance the impact of the board’s body of work in service to the Commission and beyond. The board discussed
how to improve its effectiveness, including setting strategic priorities and evaluating the impact of past
recommendations. It was also noted that there is a growing need to integrate social dimensions into water
quality work, alongside scientific approaches. In undertaking its work, the board should ensure alignment with
the scope of the GLWQA and continue strengthening collaboration. This project could help the Board and the
Commissioners better understand the resources needed for the Board to do effective and impactful work.

The board is considering other potential projects, including a fifth Great Lakes Regional Poll, reinvigoration of
the WQB’s Manure Management Collaborative and developing a dynamic climate adaptation resource guide.

Action Item: A summary of member input on the proposed Article 8 initiative will be shared with members
for further input.

Action Item: Work plans for identified projects will be developed and shared with members for review.
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